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By Caitlin Switzer
FORT COLLINS—She finishes her BA in journalism
and media this month, but CSU student and Montrose High School graduate Marissa Isgreen has already begun her professional career. Isgreen has
been writing and creating You Tube videos, including a new series with longtime friend Claire Clemens that explores the pairing of affordable wines
with specific video games. The Pairing series has
proven to be popular because it is both funny and
fresh.
“People won’t know that they like it yet because
they haven’t seen it,” Isgreen said. “But when they
do see it, they go ‘oh cool!
Continued on pg 5

2 PARKS CREATE SPACE FOR BIRDS, LEASHED DOGS
By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-If you have not been to Taviwich Park
lately, you aren’t alone. Located north of town and
accessible from the highway, this lovely and isolated park includes deep ponds (dangerous for swimming) created from a gravel pit used during construction at Montrose Regional Airport. A walking
trail meanders along beside the Uncompahgre River as well, and the sound of birds in the trees and
rushing water create a feeling of being far from
civilization.
Once intended to become the City’s dog park,
according to former Parks Advisory Council (PAC)
members, Taviwich remains popular among those
pet owners who know of it, and is located not far
from the Montrose Animal

A dog owner takes her companions on a walk along
the river trail at Taviwich Park in Montrose. The park
was once intended as a dog park.

Continued on pg 2
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2 PARKS CREATE SPACE FOR BIRDS, LEASHED DOGS From pg 1

Some scenes from Montrose’s Taviwich Park, above. The park was once intended to serve as the City’s Dog Park.
Shelter. Former PAC member Steve Caldwell said that better signage would make
more people aware that Taviwich Park
exists. “I would really like to see a sign like
they have at the Water Sports Park, made
of that rock,” Caldwell said. “This is a
beautiful park that is way underused.”
Former PAC Chair Marge Morgenstern
said that the park was given its name at
the request of Roland McCook, in honor of
the Ute people.
According to Colorado Central Magazine,

people.’ The Ute Tribe had several
bands in Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico, and the Tabeguache Band was the
largest, consisting of 500 to 1,000 or
more who came and went in extended
family groups with leaders of their own
lodges.

“I like this park,” Morgenstern said. “It’s
small and I like the lake. But usually people don’t know about it.”
Because Taviwich is located near two
local businesses, Ross Reels and Gordon
“… Although Tabeguache has earned
Composites have helped to beautify the
many spellings over the years, based on area.
phonetics, the word itself seems to have Marine Park
been derived from a descriptive Ute
In January of 2015, the City asked memterm, Mogwatavungwantsingwu, which bers of the Black Canyon Audubon Society
means roughly ‘cedar-bark, sunny slope to assist with the creation of a proposed
City Park at Marine Drive, with the intent
ART & SOL is a subsidiary of creating a wildlife refuge area. Since
then the group has been working in an
of Mirror Publishing
advisory capacity to the city to develop
Group, Montrose.
the park.
Marine Park is not at all suited as an area
Post Office Box 3244
for
canines, organizers say. Instead, MaMontrose, CO 81402
rine Park—which is not open for public
Current eblast
use at this time—is intended as an area
Circulation: 8K
where birds and other wildlife can thrive.
Social Media Circulation:
The park is being organized by a group
that includes Archaeologist Jon Horn and
3,330
Audubon Society member Sandy Beranich.
Featured writers Liesl
The Marine Park proposal notes that exGreathouse and Rob
cellent wildlife and bird watching opportuBrethouwer.
nities can be a tourist draw for the community, but “a wildlife park will require a
Call 970-275-0646 for ad
different management approach from
other city parks.” And while it has been in
the works for more than a year, development of Marine Park will require a multiyear approach said Beranich. Among
sought improvements are elevated blinds
for bird observation, and a loop trail with
two points of entry.

“Down the road we will put interpretive
signs up,” Horn said.
Marine Park will be a park managed for
wildlife,” Horn said. “It is different than
any other City park in that it has not been
developed for visitation yet. Future plans
include development of a parking area.”
Among observations that have been
made at Marine Park, which connects to
the roundabout on Grand Avenue, are
that ground water is slowly seeping into
the property, and drains at the end of irrigation season.
The park has also become an “EBird”
hotspot, Horn said, with 75 species of
birds including doves, red wing blackbirds,
and a variety of ducks. “This morning I saw
a yellow throat,” Horn said, “and snipe—
birds you would not expect to see in an
urban setting.”
Because the ponds at Marine Park do not
freeze over in Winter, it is “a great place
for birds to hang out,” Horn said.
Montrose County weed control has been
very helpful as site development moves
forward, and Youth Corps workers came in
to help at the site earlier this year, removing trash and debris from drainage areas.
Youth Corps workers also planted new,
non-invasive plant species. “The new
plantings are doing really well,” Horn said.
“This is not a dog park,” he said. “Dogs
and wildlife are not a good mix.”
For those who love observing birds, however, Marine Park is expected to be a draw
that promotes tourism.
“For some reason, archaeologists like
birds,” he said. “Perhaps it is because we
look down, and to see birds we must look
up.” To view the complete proposal for
Marine Park visit http://
www.blackcanyonaudubon.org/images/
Marine_drive_obs_Jan2015_final.pdf.
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PAIRING WINE & VIDEO GAMES: WRITER MARISSA ISGREEN From page 1
gaming. And I am
taking the trends
and adapting
them to the gaming world. It’s a
nice way to wrap
it all together,
and it’s so fun! I
am able to take
Marissa Isgreen.
the skills I have
Courtesy photo.
learned in my
journalism degree--storytelling, writing
and video editing--and do something new.
This is a great creative outlet that I would
not get working in a big corporation.
Marissa has a full life offline as well,
“One of the goals of my You Tube Chanbut enjoys the creativity of the gaming
nel has been creating different gaming
world. Courtesy photo.
content, though I still do traditional things
too,” she said.
It’s a wine thing!’”
You Tube is an excellent medium when it
The idea was inspired by a Buzzfeed seg- comes to “creating space for conversament on rating red wines. When Clemens tion,” Isgreen said. “You meet people who
suggested that the wines be paired with
are interested in the things you are intergames for greater engagement, the series ested in. I have found that people are
was born. “She has been a great co-star,” most engaged when you speak as though
Isgreen said. “We feed off each other very you are talking to a friend. There is a lot of
well with natural interactions, because we actually very civil discussion in the comhave known each other for so long.”
ments.”
Isgreen said that the series has been a
Isgreen’s writing skills have also been esvery fun way to use her degree and her
sential to the popularity of the series.
extensive studies in the area of social me- “The fact that I can write makes it successdia and internet trends. “I want to do stuff ful,” she said. “When it comes to the most
that’s a little different,” she said. “I am
popular You Tubers, part of the reason
taking a look at some trends in the media they are successful is that they are good
right now, and how they might relate to
writers.”

Both the writing and editing required to
create the series have gotten easier as she
has gotten used to the creative process,
Isgreen said. Because she is working with
IMovie software, she has to be creative. “I
have to use separate programs for basic
animation—the capabilities are not quite
there.
“The first episode took ten hours to create,” she said. “I was editing, and I took
my footage and organized it all. It took a
really long time but it has streamlined the
process.”
Isgreen said that she has enjoyed the
feedback received from her growing subscriber base—and from her teachers.
“Two of my professors have told me that
this is the funniest idea, because it is so
clever.” The project actually grew from a
study she was working on that explored
online influencers.
“I am very, very thankful for the internships I have had, and for the professors
who I have been able to connect with outside of class time; they have become valuable mentors for advice. Without my professor Mike Humphrey, who has encouraged me to look at online influencers, this
project would not have come about.”
Visit Marissa’s channel at https://
www.youtube.com/c/LifeOnMarzMI.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS-ARTS & CULTURE
MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS HOST AUDITIONS FOR FIRST SHOW OF THE SEASON
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The first show of the Magic Circle Players' season in September 2016 is "Moonlight & Magnolias", a comedy set in 1939 Hollywood.
Auditions will take place on Sunday, May 22, and Monday, May 23, at 6:30 pm at Magic Circle Theatre, 420 S. 12th St., Montrose. There are parts
for three men and one woman. For more information contact: Tony Ryan at 275-0035 or Bill Cunningham at 240-6090.

MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS’ 26TH SEASON FINALE IS THE MUSICAL COMEDY

25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-Western Slope lovers of fastpaced hilarity, energetic song and dance
numbers, and poignant insights into the
angst of adolescence will embrace Magic
Circle Players’ rendition of “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.”
The Tony Award-winning show is staged
with adult actors uproariously playing mid
-pubescents battling each other for their
county’s spelling championship crown.
Directed by Sandy Lundberg with Amy
Nelp serving as Assistant Director, Music
Director and Choreographer, the ninemember cast includes Magic Circle veterans: Bob Allyn, Peter Ambrose, Teira Ila,
Jason McCay, Dalyn Pearson, Amy Priest,
Jill Vincent, Chris Walsh, and Jaime Walsh.
Each performance is unique. During each
performance, there will be many opportunities for the actors to toss in “ad-libed”
lines, double entendres and Colorado and
Montrose County references throughout
the show. Plentiful music and action knit
the show together into a tapestry of more
than 20 colorful song and dance numbers.
Woven seamlessly throughout the swirling
action and hilarity, however, are insights
into the middle schoolers’ complex home
lives, their adolescent insecurities, and
their conflicting desires for victory over
their opponents while also garnering their

peers’ acceptance. As with any good theatrical production, audience members will
recognize themselves and recollect many
aspects of their own pre-teen searches for
identity. (Most of us have “been there and
done that” at some point in our lives.)
“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee” opens May 13 for four weekends of
performances: Fridays and Saturdays May

13 and 14, 20 and 21 and 27 and 28 and
June 3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday
matinees May 15, 22 and 29 at 2 p.m.
Online tickets sales for the general public
open May 10 at magiccircleplayers.com.
General public ticket sales by telephone at
(970) 249-7838, or in person at the box
office beginning May 10 from 2 to 5 p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
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SERIALIZED SHORT STORY BEGINS: “DO NOT TAKE THIS LIGHTLY…”
The music library at the Metropolitan
Opera in New York City sits two floors below the main stage. Rows and rows of
shelving hold the scores to the operas
performed by the Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra including the full score used by
the conductor down to the section part
for 4th chair viola. The sounds heard in the
auditorium begin in this library. The hustle
and bustle is constant and always barely
just one step ahead of multiple schedules.
The scent of old paper and of history is
strong and a sense of history surrounds
the shelves. A person who has an equal
love of history and of music could quite
easily get lost in the library and blissfully
so. It is rare that such a functional area
offers up any sense of intrigue or danger.
Rare does not mean never and when least
suspected, the history of music makes
itself known in other ways.
Olivia Trenpaz, a twenty-two year old
graduate student in Musicology and Ethnomusicology at Harvard University, had
just arrived in New York City. She would
be spending two days at the Met music
library by invitation of the Chief Librarian.
The trip was off to an auspicious start as
her primary career goal was to work for a
major musical organization as a Music
Librarian. The cab had just dropped her off
at Lincoln Center and as she was paying
the fare, she noticed that the cab driver
made a slight gesture and nod to a man
seated approximately fifty-feet in front of
the cab. The gesture seemed odd but it
was so slight that Olivia did not take much
notice. The man on the bench was no
longer in sight as Olivia began to walk towards her final destination, the Metropolitan Opera house.
Olivia had a legitimate reason for accepting this invitation to visit the library.
Her studies were focused on the history
behind various pieces of music that were
rumored to no longer exist. Her focus was
on secular works in opera, chamber music,
and choral music. The opportunity to

spend time in one of the great music libraries of the world was simply something
she could not pass up. Olivia’s second reason for accepting the invitation from the
Chief Librarian was that it gave her an
excuse to pursue her own, less than legitimate goal of researching a piece of music
that had been on her mind since she was a
little girl.
The details of this elusive and mysterious
piece of music had been rattling around in
Olivia’s head for years. She came to know
bits and pieces about the work and then
struggled from then on to make connections and to find out additional relevant
information. On an almost daily basis,
Olivia would run through the list of what
she knew. The musical manuscript was
from the late 18th century, was secular in
nature, may be connected to an opera
composed in the same time period, was
only partially completed, composed in
France, there was rumored to be only two
copies of the original, and that the piece
had been composed in order to obtain
funds to fight a decision made by a member of the clergy. Bare bones information
to say the very least.
Olivia had arrived on time and was greeted at the front door of the lobby by one of
the Assistant Librarians. His name was
Kharl and he was tall and lanky with large
glasses perched on his prominent nose.
He had a kind but awkward way about him
that immediately put Olivia at ease. It was
clear that Kharl was a kindred spirit and
was comfortable in his nervous chatter
and laughter. The walk from the lobby to
the library seemed to take longer than it
should have. The route was circuitous
with a general downward angle. Olivia was
in absolute awe of her surroundings and
responded to questions asked by Kharl
with simple and short responses. The final
destination could be smelled before it was
seen.
A strong combination of wood, vanilla,
dust, and time inundated Olivia’s senses

Metro Orchestra Musicians courtesy music
library photo by Daniel Khalikov, violinist.

and acted as her first introduction to the
library. At the first sighting of the first
shelf, Olivia knew that this place would
bring new information and experiences in
her life. At that time, she had no idea just
how much would change for her and in
her exploration for the lost and elusive
manuscript.
The formalities of meeting the other librarians, being taken on a tour of the library, and having heard a brief overview
and tutorial from the Chief Librarian had
taken up most of the first several hours at
the library. Olivia had just sat down at her
temporary desk when movement in the
shelving area caught her eye. The shape of
the individual seen reminded her of the
man that was on the bench when she had
arrived. The man who seemed to be the
recipient of the gesture offered up by the
cab driver. Olivia decided that she was
going to go and try to find the man walking in the shelves and to see if he needed
any help or was just lost. Moving quickly
and quietly to the point where he was last
seen, Olivia did not find the strange man
lurking among the shelved pieces. What
she did find made her heart leap into her
throat. On the faded and yellowed score
of Richard Wagner’s opera “Rienzi” was a
small, folded scrap of white paper that
was in start contrast to the score on which
it rested.
On the front of the scrap were the initials
OP and inside were the words, “fountain,
10am, do not take this lightly.”
To be continued
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE

MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS SCHEDULE AUDITION WORKSHOP
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-On May 14, Magic Circle Players Audition Workshop takes place from 9am to Noon at Magic Circle Theatre. Kids ages 7
-13 years are invited to prepare for Annie auditions through a FREE workshop. Registration forms available at Magic Circle Theater
and www.magiccircleplayers.com Audition Workshop attendance is not mandatory for actors to audition for Annie. Attendees must
be able to read from a script.

DELTA COUNTY ROCK, GEM AND MINERAL SHOW WILL BE JUNE 4!
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The Delta County Rock, Gem and Mineral Show will be held on June 4, 2016 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heddles Recreation Center, 530 Gunnison River Drive, Delta, Colorado. Feature items will include lighted mineral and specimen displays, gold
panning, a fluorescent mineral display, demonstrations on wire wrapping and filigree and educational displays for children. There
will also be door prizes, grab bags, a silent auction, and a wheel of rocks. Over twenty vendors will have gemstones, jewelry, mineral specimens, cabochons, slabs, fossils, and many other types of rocks for sale and on display. This event is free to the public, and
children and adults of all ages are welcome. Come and enjoy the Annual Rock Show.

FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL TO MEET AGAIN JUNE 9
Special to Art & Sol
GRAND JUNCTION-Friendship Force International meets at Red Cross Training Center, 5th and Gunnison in Grand Junction June 9 at
6:15 pm. The non-profit organizationwas founded and introduced to the world at a ceremony held at the White House on March 1,
1977. FFI provides opportunities to explore new cultures by bringing people together at the personal level. If you’re interested in
joining us please call Sue Palmer on 970-260-4653.

BUSY WEEK COMING UP AT THE HEALTHY RHYTHM GALLERY!
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The Healthy Rhythm Gallery in Montrose’s historic Sampler Square welcomes a number of exciting arts opportunities this week:
• Tuesday evening, May 10th, 6:30-8:30 pm, "An Evening with Southeast Arkansas
Artist, Historian, Explorer & Filmmaker, Rob Reep." Artwork will be on display & available for purchase. Free & open to the public.
• Friday evening, May 13th, 6:30-8:30 pm, Opening Night for art exhibition "The Path
of Most Resistance". Santa Fe, New Mexico artist, Bernard Lieving, will be on hand to
answer questions about his art. Artwork will be available for purchase. Free & open to
the public.
• Saturday Night Live @ The Gallery: Music By Young People. May 14th, 6-8 pm. $3
cover charge. Bring 3 new people and get in Free. Come out & support Colorado youth
& Live Music
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE
CANYON CREEK COMEDY NIGHT TO FEATURE EDDIE JARVIS, GIBRAN SAAD
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The next Canyon Creek Bed &
Breakfast Comedy Night will be at the
B&B, 820 East Main Street, starting AT 8
P.M. ON May 14. Headliner Eddie Jarvis is
a Los Angeles-based, stand-up comedian
who is originally from Riverside, California
–(insert joke here). As a professional stand
-up comedian with more than a decade of
experience he’s performed at a number of
major clubs, including The Improv, The
Comedy Store and The Ice House. He has
also opened for David Brenner, Pablo
Francisco and several major rock bands. In
addition, he’s been featured on NBC’s
“Last Comic Standing,” BET’s “Comic
View” and the Sprint Comedy Time Network. As an actor he’s appeared in both
film and television and was recently featured on ESPN’s “Monday Night Football.”
Audiences love Eddie’s bitingly sharp observations of everything from national
politics to NASCAR. His comedy act is gutbusting due in large part to his ability to
work the crowd, which makes every show
unique. An economics major as an undergrad, Eddie was originally trained as a lawyer. But he ultimately chose comedy over
the law and has never looked back. His
career has sent him across the country,
everywhere

from Hollywood to entertaining the troops
overseas.
Gibran The Comegician! is an eccentric
comedian/magician (hence comegician)
whose bizarre humor and unscripted antics have earned him widespread recognition as one of the most original performers in the Southwest. Praised for his sharp
wit and bizarre but entertaining humor he
quickly gained notoriety for his improvisational skills and mastery of audience participation acts. Based out of El Paso Texas,
he is quickly rising as one of the funniest
act in both comedy and magic! Gibran
Saad has been performing for large audiences since he was 15 years old. A professional working magician at the age of 18,
he worked at nationally renowned Illusions Restaurant and the short-lived
MagicMoments Restaurant in
Indianapolis Indiana.
At the age of 17 he began working at a
Texas Roadhouse franchise as their resident magician. It was this job that gained
him local attention and the following year
he began working in the newly opened
MagicMoments Restaurant, an upscale
restaurant located in downtown Indianapolis where he performed for the important
political figures, Indy 500 drivers, and several events for fortune 500 companies. He

The next Canyon Creek Bed & Breakfast
Comedy Night will be at the B&B, 820 East
Main Street, starting AT 8 P.M. ON May 14.
Headliner Eddie Jarvis is a Los Angelesbased, stand-up comedian . Courtesy photo.

gained notoriety within the Magic community for his sharp wit and quick improvisational skills. In 2000 he began working for
the national renowned Illusions Restaurant a place famously known as the
launching pad for some of the nation’s top
magical performers. He met famous magicians Penn & Teller, Carl Andrews, Harry
Riser, and Mike Close
For info visit:970.249.2886
www.canyoncreekbedandbreakfast.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE
WORKSHOP ON GREAT VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT COMES TO DELTA
Special to Art & Sol
DELTA-Nonprofit board and staff members from the Western Slope are invited to a workshop on “Great Volunteer Management”
from 8:30-11:30 a.m. on May 11 in Delta. The location is Westminster Hall, 145 E. 4th Street.
The guest presenter is Carlene Goldthwaite of Grand Junction, former Director of the Colorado State Council of the Society of Human Resources Management.The fee is $35. To register, go to www.crcamerica.org, click on Rural Philanthropy Days, then on San
Juan Region.The Best Practices series draws from the manual “Principles & Practices” from the Colorado Nonprofit Association.
The series continues the impact of Rural Philanthropy Days, and is guided by a regional team of nonprofit board and staff members
in concert with the Community Resource Center of Denver. For more information, contact Maryo Ewell, maryo@cfgv.org, 970-641
-3570.

GREAT VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP COMES TO RIDGWAY
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-Nonprofit board and staff members from the Western Slope are invited to a workshop on “Great Volunteer Management” from 2-5 p.m. on May 11 in Ridgway. The location is the Sherbino Theater, 604 Clinton.
The guest presenter is Carlene Goldthwaite of Grand Junction, former Director of the Colorado State Council of the Society of Human Resources Management.The fee is $35. To register, go to www.crcamerica.org, click on Rural Philanthropy Days, then on San
Juan Region. The Best Practices series draws from the manual “Principles & Practices” from the Colorado Nonprofit Association.
The series continues the impact of Rural Philanthropy Days, and is guided by a regional team of nonprofit board and staff members
in concert with the Community Resource Center of Denver. For more information, contact Maryo Ewell, maryo@cfgv.org, 970-641
-3570.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS-ARTS & CULTURE
ENTER THE RIDGWAY CREATIVE
DISTRICT CONTEST AND GET SOME RIDGWAY FUNK!
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-To promote Ridgway and celebrate the town’s love of music and creativity, the Creative District is sponsoring the
Get Some Ridgway Funk Contest. As a key
funder of the $200 per category prize
money, the Ridgway Town Council also
supports the campaign.
According to Creative District chair Jan
Kubek, “If the campaign attracts visibility
for Ridgway the same way the Mike the
Headless Chicken has for Fruita, and Frozen Dead Guy Days have for Nederland,
that would be outstanding.
If it doesn’t, it won’t matter. We’re going
to have a lot of fun, something we place a
high priority on in Ridgway.” The Creative
District is inviting all comers to enter the
Get Some Ridgway Funk competition.
Contestants will create and present their
own version or parody of Mark Ronson’s
Uptown Funk by Bruno Mars in one of two
categories: live performance or video.
Anyone may enter the competition, which
has no entry fee. This includes individuals
on their own or representatives of nonprofit, for profit or governmental entities.
School bands or music classes, cheerleading troupes, and other interested parties
from in and outside of Ridgway are all
welcome to participate.
Live performances debut at the May 21
Love Your Valley Festival. Others may occur at the Ridgway Fat Tire Festival, July
concert intermissions and Rendezvous in
the Park Art & Crafts Show. Scheduled
appearances will be listed in local events
calendars through August. Equestrian acts
are expected at the first two Ouray County
Rodeo Association Royalty Gymkhanas.
Video entries will be shown at the front
end of Townie Tuesday Picture Shows this

summer (Hartwell Park) and Sherbino
movie nights. Uptown Funk basked in the
number one sales spot for 14 weeks in
2015, is the most popular music video of
this decade and is tied for number two
music video of all time (Billboard Magazine).
Its phenomenal success, recognition at
the Super Bowl and Grammies ceremony,
and the song’s irresistible, makes-youwant-to-dance beat make it the perfect
choice to demonstrate that Ridgway has
more than its share of funk.
Ten of the many imaginative Uptown
Funk copies on YouTube are included on
this video, which begins with two minutes
of the original Bruno Mars tune. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BgxEPz_UYs0 (or: Google Ridgway Funky
Walk Sampler).
Planners for events that occur during the
May 21 through Aug. 20 contest period
who want to host a performance, as well
as those with questions about the Get
Some Ridgway Funk contest and how to
register, should contact the event organizer: Eve, 970.626.9862, evebeckerdoyle@icloud.com. Contest information
will be included in the Ridgway Chamber
weekly eblasts and on the Ridgway Creative District Facebook page. Get Some
Ridgway Funk is not the only thing rocking
in Ridgway.
“This year is a big one for Ridgway. Activities are underway to commemorate our
quasquicentennial anniversary and the
founding of the town 125 years ago,” said
John Clark, long-time mayor of Ridgway.
“To address an important community
need, we’re putting together an affordable
housing proposal, which is a pretty significant undertaking. And our downtown im-

provement project in the making for 10
years is finally underway. We’re pumped
that by next summer, Ridgway will have a
nicely landscaped, walkable retail and
commercial area with paved roads, wide
sidewalks, outdoor dining and art.” 2016
comes on the heels of 2015, a similarly
successful and productive time for the
town. Ridgway’s new wayfinding plan was
approved.
Thanks to the State Department of Local
Affairs (DOLA), the Colorado Creative Industries through the Creative District Program and Tom Bennett of Bennett Forgeworks, new banner poles and signage
were installed in Hartwell Park, completing the first phase of the plan.
Now residents and visitors may go on a
self-guided True Grit tour whenever they
wish, attend an 11 am guided True Grit
walking tour Fridays from May through
October, or schedule the tour for six or
more people anytime.
This new offering is the result of a Chamber and Ranch History Museum partnership intended to capitalize on the town’s
movie heritage.
Plaques were installed commemorating
the six weeks in 1968 when Ridgway masqueraded as Fort Smith, Arkansas for the
filming of True Grit. John Wayne’s portrayal of Rooster Cogburn in this film yielded
his only Oscar. Ridgway’s toil and achievements have not gone unnoticed.
“In light of how hard we’ve all been
working to make Ridgway the best it can
be,” said Diedra Silbert, coordinator of
community and economic development,
“it was particularly rewarding to have the
DOLA Main Street program acknowledge
our efforts by naming Ridgway 2015 Colorado Main Street Community of the Year.”

Thanks for reading! Art & Sol will not publish the week of May 17,
due to our daughter’s college graduation. See you the week after!
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS-ARTS & CULTURE
TALKING GOURDS HOSTS POETRY PROGRAM AT TELLURIDE LITFEST!
Special to the Mirror
TELLURIDE – May 20th is a big day for poetry on the Western Slope. The Telluride Institute’s Talking Gourds program will host the
awarding of the Mark Fischer prizes, a spotlight reading with Peter Heller, Judyth Hill, and Sarah Pletts, and a late-night Passing of
the Gourd, where poets will get a chance to read several of their own poems.
The poetry program is part of a weekend long Literary Arts Festival (May 20-22) featuring many events, including a Literary Burlesque (not free -- tickets are often sold out, so best get a ticket beforehand), talks, panels, workshops, dance party and a Gourd
Circle closing ceremony. For more info, visit telluridelitfest.weebly.com
The free poetry event kicks off in Telluride at Arroyo Gallery & Wine Bar Friday evening May 20th at 6 p.m. with the awarding of
the $1000 first prize in the Mark Fischer Poetry
contest, and three $100 finalist prizes. Judge Judyth Hill will be on hand to make the awards, and
the winning poems will be read.
After a short dinner break, the poetry evening
will continue at 8:30 pm. at Arroyo with a Spotlight
Reading by four outstanding poets -- Peter Heller,
the LitFest’s featured writer, as well as a poet. He’s
written many books of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and has won awards for his poems. Judyth
Hill is one of the Southwest’s best performing poets, wowing audiences, publishing many books,
teaching workshops in writing, and being an activist for poetry on the international level. Her poem,
“Wage Peace,” was an international sensation and
was recently performed with a symphony orchestra back east.
Sarah Pletts has long been involved with poetry,
dance, theater and activism in Aspen. She is currently working on a play in London, is in the process of publishing her first poetry collection, but
has come home in time to share her powerful performance style with Telluride audiences.
Chris Ransick, a Denver Poet Laureate emeritus,
was also planning to come read before his move to
Oregon. But he has had to cancel due to family
obligations associated with the move.
Following the spotlight performances, we will –
as is our custom – pass the talking gourd and give
poets and audience members a chance to read a
poem or two of their own. Among those sharing
will be San Miguel County’s new Poet Laureate,
Elissa Dickson, and many local and regional voices.
Even if you’re not a poet, bring a poem of a poet
you love to share.
A limited number of inexpensive housing options
are available to visiting poets who want to attend.
For more info, call Goodtimes at 970-729-0220 All
Talking Gourds events at the LitFest this year are
free and open to all.
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Hold the Date! Upcoming Cultural Events
ONGOINGSATURDAY NIGHT LIVE @ THE GALLERY • MUSIC BY YOUTH, Second Saturdays from 7 to 9 p.m. at Healthy Rhythm Community Art Gallery in
Sampler Square.
THE ALPINE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets every second Tuesday at St. Mary Catholic Church in the St Paul Room, 1855 St Mary’s
Drive, Montrose. The Public is welcome to attend. For more information, email alpinephotoclub@aol.com.
FREE JAM SESSION AND SING ALONG, Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Montrose Pavilion Senior Center.
MONTROSE HISTORICAL MUSEUM-“Montrose County Historical Society Presents” is held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each month in the
Pioneer Room of Friendship Hall, 1001 N. 2nd St. The public is invited to free programs based on topics of regional history. For more information
please call 249-2085.
SNOWSHADOW GYM-Zumba classes with Maria Gonzalez week nights 5:30 to 7:30; Swing dance with Kevin Mears Mondays 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
535 S. First St. Snowshadowgymniastics@yahoo.com.
MONTHLYMay 9-Montrose Regional Library Comic Book Day, kids 6 to 12 stop by between 2 and 7 p.m. for your free comic book!
May 9—Monday, May 9 at 6:30 Meet with concerned people at Citizen's Climate Lobby gathering, Centennial room off Centennial Plaza Montrose .Nonpartisan way to have an effect.
May 10--6:30-8:30 pm, Healthy Rhythm Gallery in Sampler Square presents "An Evening with Southeast Arkansas Artist, Historian, Explorer &
Filmmaker, Rob Reep". Artwork will be on display & available for purchase. Free & open to the public.
May 10-Montrose-Delta League of Women Voters Presents: the Path to Citizenship, in the Montrose Library at 12:30 p.m.
May 11-Nonprofit board and staff members from the Western Slope are invited to a workshop on “Great Volunteer Management” from 8:3011:30 a.m. on May 11 in Delta. The location is Westminster Hall, 145 E. 4th Street. The guest presenter is Carlene Goldthwaite of Grand Junction, former Director of the Colorado State Council of the Society of Human Resources Management.The fee is $35. To register, go to
www.crcamerica.org, click on Rural Philanthropy Days, then on San Juan Region. For more information, contact Maryo Ewell, maryo@cfgv.org,
970-641-3570.
May 11-Nonprofit board and staff members from the Western Slope are invited to a workshop on “Great Volunteer Management” from 2-5
p.m. on May 11 in Ridgway. The location is the Sherbino Theater, 604 Clinton. The guest presenter is Carlene Goldthwaite of Grand Junction,
former Director of the Colorado State Council of the Society of Human Resources Management.The fee is $35. To register, go to
www.crcamerica.org, click on Rural Philanthropy Days, then on San Juan Region. For more information, contact Maryo Ewell, maryo@cfgv.org,
970-641-3570.
May 12-14-The Friends of the Montrose Library will hold a used book sale Thursday, May 12, through Saturday, May 14, in the Montrose Library
Meeting Room. Hours are Thursday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (FOL members only 8-11 a.m.; you may join at the sale); Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Saturday from 2-4 p.m. customers can fill a reusable bag with books for $4. Information, 596-3909.
May 12-KAFM RADIO ROOM in Grand Junction proudly presents…Ameranouch, May 12th, 2016 AT 7:30 PM. Tickets are $18 in advance and $20
at the door and may be purchased by calling (970) 241-8801, Ext. 201 or online at www.kafmradio.org. The Radio Room is located at 1310 Ute
Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501. Doors open at 7 p.m.
May 12-7:- 8:30 pm-Introduction to Beekeeping-The Montrose Botanical Society will present guest speaker, Gayle Johnson, a local beekeeper,
she will share tips about beekeeping in your backyard. Free and open to the public at the Centennial Room off Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st Street
www.montrosegardens.org.
May 13-Magic Circle Players-The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” opens May 13 for four weekends of performances: Fridays and Saturdays May 13 and 14, 20 and 21 and 27 and 28 and June 3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees May 15, 22 and 29 at 2 p.m. Online tickets
sales for the general public open May 10 at magiccircleplayers.com. General public ticket sales by telephone at (970) 249-7838, or in person at
the box office beginning May 10 from 2 to 5 p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
May 13--6:30-8:30 pm, Healthy Rhythm Gallery in Sampler Square presents Opening Night for art exhibition "The Path of Most Resistance."
Santa Fe, New Mexico artist, Bernard Lieving, will be on hand to answer questions about his art. Artwork will be available for purchase. Free &
open to the public.
May 14- Healthy Rhythm Gallery in Sampler Square presents Saturday Night Live @ The Gallery: Music By Young People. May 14th, 6-8 pm. $3
cover charge. Bring 3 new people and get in Free. Come out & support Colorado youth & Live Music.
May 14—Magic Circle Players Audition Workshop. 9am to Noon at Magic Circle Theatre Kids ages 7-13 years are invited to prepare for Annie
auditions through a FREE workshop. Registration forms available at Magic Circle Theater and www.magiccircleplayers.com Audition Workshop
attendance is not mandatory for actors to audition for Annie. Attendees must be able to read from a script.
May 14-Women Songwriters of the Uncompahgre Valley, Lark and Sparrow Venue, doors open at 6:30 p.m. concert at 7:30 p.m. Reservations
encouraged.
May 14-Montrose Music Contest 2016! Centennial Plaza, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Youth and adult divisions. $10 entry fee, Call Ellen
Bailey at 970-275-6975 for more information.
May 14-Canyon Creek Bed & Breakfast Comedy Night will be at the B&B, 820 East Main Street, starting AT 8 P.M. ON May 14.
May 15-The Ouray County Historical Museum opens fulltime for the 2016 season on Sunday, May 15. Hours are 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday –
Saturday and noon – 4:30 p.m. Sundays. Admission is $7 per adult and $3 for youth, ages six-15. Children under six are free. The museum is
located at 420 Sixth Avenue in Ouray. For more information and group rates, call (970) 325-4576 or e-mail ochs@ouraynet.com.
May 18-Free Family Friendly Performance at the Montrose Pavilion, 1800 Pavilion Drive. “Have you Filled Bucket Today?” 7 p.m.
May 18-Paonia resident Micah Yates the nephew of Little Dominguez Creek pioneer and homesteader Bill Rambo will be or keynote speaker. You can expect an evening of stories and pictures from the early days in our own back yard. Wednesday May 18th at 7pm, United Methodist
Church Baldridge Hall, South 1st and Park Ave; Free admission.
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At right and above, the Centennial Middle School Shakespeare
Project performance of Taming of the Shrew; at right, elementary school students on the Public Art eXperience (PAX) tour.
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