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By Liesl Greathouse
MONTROSE-Montrose has fantastic artists of all
sorts, many of them well known. But we also get
the benefit of enjoying the works of art by artists
outside our community, even outside our state.
One such artist is Rop Reep of south Arkansas,
whose art is being featured at the Healthy Rhythm
Community Art Gallery in Montrose.
The interesting part of Reep's work is his youth.
At 28 he has only been really painting for a couple
years now, an unusual find in the art world, with
most artists being much older. He has only been a
professional at it for one year, as in addition to
being a painter he is also a
historian, filmmaker and
Continued on pg 3

THE MAN BEHIND THE MUSIC: JEFF FIELDS
Story and photos by Alaina Johnson
MONTROSE-Jeff Fields is one of many talented
local musicians in Montrose, one who of late
seems to be everywhere, rocking this town on its
heels. With his career taking off in a big way, we
took some time to get to know the man and musician a little better. Jeff started out early in St Louis, Missouri, at the age of 13. His music career
began with the piano, then he took up the guitar.
By his senior year of high school Jeff was playing
with a band called Static. Then it was on to California… shortly after that he took a break from music
to go to college, get married, and raise his beautiful daughter.
The family eventually moved here to Montrose,
and after going through a
Continued on pg 2
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THE MAN BEHIND THE MUSIC: JEFF FIELDS From pg 1
divorce Jeff began playing music again
around town. In 2016, with a busy summer booked, he is writing and singing original material for the first time in a long
time. You can find Jeff on almost any given
Wednesday at Horsefly Brewing Company,
for open mic night with Donny Morales.
He also plays many nights at Nikos Tavern
for impromptu jam sessions. A regular act
at Town Hall Tavern and the Red Barn, Jeff
will play at Bite the Mic Fest June 11, time

to be determined. On July 4, he will be on
the main stage from 1-2:30 pm. with his
band Classic Clan; and on July 16 at Horsefly Brewing Co. to coincide with the Montrose County Fair. Jeff plays somewhere
almost every weekend--follow his Facebook page, Jeff Fields Musical, for dates,
times, and locations. When asked how he
feels about where he is at right now musically, "I just want to enjoy the ride." As
always, rock on!

MOVIE NIGHTS AT THE SHERBINO: JUNE FEATURE FILM IS “STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON”
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-Movie nights at the Sherbino feature a wide variety of films, and on Friday, June 3, “Straight Outta Compton,” reveals the
world of hip-hop in the late eighties. Movie concessions, beer, and wine will be available for purchase throughout the film. Doors
and cash bar at 7 pm. Film starts at 7:30 pm. $7 for adults.
A quick synapsis of "Straight Outta Compton": In 1987, five young men, using brutally honest rhymes and hardcore beats, put their
frustration and anger about life in the most dangerous place in America into the most powerful weapon they had: their music. Taking us back to where it all began, Straight Outta Compton tells the true story of how these cultural rebels-armed only with their
lyrics, swagger, bravado and raw talent-stood up to the authorities that meant to keep them down and formed the world's most
dangerous group, N.W.A. And as they spoke the truth that no one had before and exposed life in the hood, their voice ignited a
social revolution that is still reverberating today. Running time 2hr 27 min. Rated R.
-Universal Pictures
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DURANGO’S HELLO DOLLFACE
PLAYS THE SHERBINO THEATER JUNE 4
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-Hello Dollface, out of Durango, is
coming to play the Sherbino Theater on Saturday, June 4. Doors at 7 pm with music at
7:30 pm. $10 at the door. Hello Dollface
describes themselves as sweet, salty, heartquenching soul with intention. The Hello
Dollface official website states, "The music
of Hello Dollface unfolds with unexpected
flashes of color - a flower blossoming in the
desert, the fractured kaleidoscope of your
favorite daydream, a voyage into a twilight,
streaked with the soothing hues of a summer evening. Their dizzying, ever shifting,
hallucinogenic visions drift along like the
perfumed vapors arising from a Minotaur’s
cave or the green flash of a forest glimpsed through a tiny keyhole. The group is a fiveheaded monster, a good witch meets Medusa kind of thing, moving in every direction
at the same time. Think soul cataclysm, the wail of a Warrior Goddess, driven by dubconscious indie rockers, a jazz-inspired bubbling cosmic soup, all stirred by a heavy
backbeat."
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WORK OF YOUNG PAINTER ROB REEP FEATURED AT HEALTHY RHYTHM GALLERY
From pg 1

The Hound portrait by Arkansas
Painter Rob Reep. Courtesy photo.
and explorer.
“I'm a diverse painter, with a variation in
techniques,” he said. “I do abstracts and
landscapes. I paint what my heart feels.
I'm still growing, but I feel very passionate
about my art.”
In describing his various painting styles,
he said, “Sometimes I guide my brush methodically to produce a landscape with
water crashing over rocks, woodland
scenes, mountains soaring in the clouds,
or animals in nature. Sometimes, my mind
paints an abstract. The subject of the
painting dictates what color tones I use. I
sometimes choose muted, earthy tones to
tell the story. Then there are days I embrace color and create an abstract that
conveys a story of mood.”
Reep recently came to Montrose for an
'An Evening with Southeast Arkansas
Artist, Historian, Explorer & Filmmaker,
Rob Reep ' on May 10. “We had a decent
crowd and discussed art,” he said. “One
of the fun things about art is the community and sharing with people.”
Reep's history in painting is a bit different
than some. After taking a required high-

school senior art class, he found that he
enjoyed it. His mother used to paint, so
she taught him for a while until he surpassed her knowledge. Then she provided
him with Bob Ross DVDs, helping him refine his skills. Now he works in oil paints
and acrylics.
Reep's pieces came to Montrose after he
met the owner of the Healthy Rhythm
Community Art Gallery, Ken Vail, in Reep's
hometown of Warren, Arkansas, the area
where Vail is also from. “We connected
on Facebook and when I started uploading
my art to Facebook, he said, 'you got talent' and invited me to come show my art,”
Reep explained. “My fiancee and I are
getting married in Telluride in October, so
it worked out well.”
Being so young in the art world, Reep
feels a certain freedom and continues to
hone his skill. “I have been influenced by
artists like Winslow Homer, and I'm
amazed at his art and inspired to paint,”
he said. “I draw from other artists and will
bring a painter into my stuff. My landscape work often takes on a rugged and
classical style, and although I occasionally
venture into the world of abstracts, my
technical skills remain balanced in the
wholistic old world painter style.”
While Reep does a variety of painting
styles, with abstracts being fairly popular,
his love is in the classical paintings, especially based around Western themes. “I
love cowboys and am addicted to the
Western lifestyle,” he said. “I never lived
in the country but I always wanted to live
out on the range.”
With his main job being a filmmaker,
sometimes the arts clash, and Reep finds
that he has to prioritize one over the other. “A couple years ago I filmed a full
length film and it took one entire year to
fully produce, edit, etc.” he said. “We
premiered it in July 2015 and I was lucky
to get four paintings out during that time
[of filming]. Painting had to take a
backseat as film is a time consuming art.”

That full length film was CAPTAIN, which
tells the story of a prominent Tennessee
pioneer family’s journey throughout the
War of 1812 and on to westward expansion.
While filming takes up a lot of time, his
work as a painter has helped him improve
as a filmmaker. “I look at the world differently,” he explained. “Especially with
lighting and after painting landscapes, I
also look at the colors differently. [With
painting], it's not only the cameras doing
the work for you, it is a little different, like
a more primitive skill [compared to filming].”
His love of different forms of creativity is
simply from his love of their basic points.
“I got into the history side of the documentary business because I love history
and I got into art because I love painting,”
Reep explained. “If I had to drop one, I
would drop filming. I'm a better painter
[as it] comes much more natural to me.”
So what about the art world would Reep
like for people to know? “The hours that
go into one painting,” he said. “And that
it's an emotional thing. I tell everybody
that I can go through an entire month
painting every day, then another month
never wanting to look at a canvas. It's a
moody thing, you can't force it.”
Reep is thankful for the opportunity to
show his pieces in Montrose. “I want to
thank Ken for giving me an Opening, as
this is my first time having my art in a gallery,” he said. “I want to thank the people
of Montrose. My fiancee lived here for a
time and I can see why. There are really
friendly people here. I'm grateful for the
opportunity. I never set out to make money with art. It's just fun and relaxation.
It's not a job, I truly do love it.”
Reep's pieces are available for purchase
locally at the Healthy Rhythm Community
Art Gallery, located at 68 S Grand Ave in
Montrose. For more information, contact
the Gallery at 323-270-6284 or visit
robreep.co.
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ASCENDING GIANTS AND TOM BARRY CREATE MUSIC FESTIVAL
TO BENEFIT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: BITE THE MIC MUSIC FESTIVAL

Ascending Giants (shown above in a Facebook photo by Cassandra Gray) and Tom Barry present the Bite the Mic Music Festival at the Habitat Barn June 11. Courtesy photo.

By Rachel Boschen
MONTROSE-Musicians from all over Colorado will be gathering at the Habitat Barn
on June 11 for the Bite the Mic Music Festival, built and organized by Ascending
Giants and Tom Barry Productions. Ascending Giants got the idea for Bite the
Mic in late April, and with some hard work
and determination, they, along with Tom
Barry, have made the first annual festival a
reality. In talking with the band, members
were happy to say that the community has
come together to make the festival happen, and laughed about how Tom Petty
put on a festival not unlike this one in the
70’s. It was called Build Your Own Festival,
and with handwritten posters and word of
mouth, bands from all over the state of
Florida and a thousand fans or so came

out to enjoy the culture. The times have
changed, but what has not changed is the
spirit of enjoyment of music and appreciation. There is so much talent across Colorado, and so many fans who want to appreciate it. We have come away from
handwritten posters and VW busses, but
we have not lost the need, that is human
nature, to gather under the sunshine and
listen to loud music, dance, laugh and
love.
Bite the Mic Music Festival will showcase
six headlining bands from across Colorado,
and six side acts ranging from small groups
to solo artists for a full ten hours of music.
The headliners include: Ascending Giants,
Johnson County Coroners, The Blue Gators, and Cadmium, all from Montrose,
Roy Catlin and the Dudes, from Denver,

and Kreature of Habit from Gunnison. The
bands range from rock to blues to metal
and a lot in between. The side acts feature: The Poachers, Sergio and Landy Sabaleta in On.S.T. Brothers, Darcy Figgs,
Taylor Malone, and Jeff Fields from Montrose and Black Lab and the Banjo from
Fruita. The side acts touch on genres such
as folk, pop-bluegrass, punk, romantic
acoustic and classic rock.
Bite the Mic is a chance for artists from
different walks of life to come down and
showcase their talent. It’s also a great
chance for the people of Montrose and
surrounding towns to expand their horizons and have a ton of fun. Many community business owners have come together
to sponsor the festival; making it an actual
community festival. Ascending Giants and
Tom Barry will donate a portion of profits
to Habitat for Humanity. They hope to
continue the festival next year, and they
plan to continue to have it benefit a community organization. It’s just their way of
giving back to the musicians of Colorado,
citizens of Montrose and the community
as a whole.
The tickets are ten dollars at the door.
Food from Horsefly, craft beer from 2 rascals and Colorado Boy, and Budweiser on
draft will be for sale. The festival is free for
kids under 12 and family friendly. The
doors open at noon and close at midnight.
Ascending Giants and Tom Barry invite
you and your family and all of your friends
to experience some really great music,
food and beer at the first annual Bite the
Mic Music Festival to benefit Habitat for
Humanity.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS-ARTS & CULTURE
WEEHAWKEN’S SUMMER HOT CLASSES JUST HEATING UP
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The summer is hot this year
with new programs for Adults and Kids of
all ages! We kick off this Summer Hot
Session with an Adult Dance Class of HOT
HOT Salsa proceeded by HOT HOT Argentine Tango. Both classes begin June 4th
and run until July 16th on Saturdays and
are only $75 each for this set of classes. No partner or experience necessary
to sign up. On the HOT dance floor adults
can drop in Pilates Mat Class with Natasha
in Montrose at the Yoga Studio on Tuesdays from 6:15-7:15 beginning June 6th to
June 27th. Jumping to our younger patrons, Weehawken Dance continues for
ages 3-18 in our Dance Summer Session
for ages 3 to 18 in Montrose and Ridgway
beginning June 6th and running until June
27th. For more information visit our web-

site at www.weehawkenarts.org.
Weehawken has another hot enrichment summer session lined up for ages 4
years old to 7 years old. Each week for
less than $7 per hour on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays in Ridgway
with super fun instructors Miss Kia James
and Miss Mary Emily Doone. This summer
hot class runs each week as a separate
class and is $145 (just under $7 per
hour) from 8:30am to 3:30pm with separate camps each week starting June
7th three days a week Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30am to 3:30pm.
Sign up for one camp, many camps or all
camps. Join us for around town adventures, themed subjects, reading, storytelling, discovery learning, art, acting, science,
math, movement, social skills and reinforcing life skills.

Middle School is heating up with Debate,
Humor, Drama, Duet and Solo Acting, Poetry and Reader's Theater for those entering grades 6-9.
Join Ridgway's favorite speech teachers,
Ms. Sharie Escalera and Ilsa Moberg will
create a two week camp to remember! At
completion of the class students will present a performance for parents and
friends.
Come join our summer for HOT Adult
classes including Karate, Open Figure
Drawing, Acrylic 101 and more! Summer
sizzling programs for kids of all ages include Circus Camp, Garden Parties, Karate,
and Theater Workshops.
For more information and to register
visit Weehawken Creative Arts
at www.weehawkenarts.org or call Weehawken at 970-318-0150.

OUTLAW COUNTRY ARTIST JUSTIN PAYNE TO PLAY KAFM RADIO ROOM JUNE 9
Special to
Art & Sol
GRAND
JUNCTIONThe KAFM
88.1RADIO
ROOM
Proudly
Presents…
Justin Payne
on Thursday, June 9th, 2016 at 7:30 PM. Justin was
raised, lives, and works as a coal miner in
Boone County, West Virginia. Born at the
height of the “Outlaw Movement”, Justin
cut his teeth on the console stereo when
he picked up a guitar at the age of 14.
Through the years, his style has evolved to
include elements of Bluegrass, Rock Blues,
and even some modern day underground
country such as Whitey Morgan and the
78’s, Hellbound Glory, Dallas Moore, and
Sturgill Simpson, to name a few.
Payne is an indie Folk/Americana singer/

songwriter who recently ventured out
from his current residence in Asheville,
North Carolina on a soul-searching personal journey to cross the U.S. by foot...his
folk music expresses his soul, and his voice
gives the stories he sings about a very genuine and sincere quality. You can find his
music on www.ReverbNation.com/
justinpayne, or follow him on Facebook.
Tickets are $18 in advance and $20 at the
door and may be purchased by calling
(970) 241-8801,
Ext. 201 or online at www.kafmradio.org.
The Radio Room is located at 1310 Ute
Avenue, Grand
Junction, CO 81501. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Radio Room Concert Series Radio Room
concert series are held in the KAFM Radio
Room, located at 1310 Ute Avenue, Grand
Junction, CO. The Radio Room is a live
music venue in an intimate environment,
with only 75 seats and great acoustics. KAFM Community Radio is a public
access radio station serving Mesa County

in Western Colorado. KAFM has been onair since 1999 and is programmed by a
passionate staff of more than 150 volunteers.
Lifelong Learning Series These are lectures and presentations that we present in
the Radio Room on a regular basis. They
are part of a lifelong learning initiative
involving storytelling, theatre and lectures. Topics have included: a young man
who spent a year in Antarctica, a Marine
One helicopter pilot telling stories of his
years at the White House, a presentation
on the Burning Man Festival along with a
fire dance exhibition in our parking lot, a
program of a staged reading of a new play
along with interactive feedback with the
playwright, a lecture and demonstration
on naturopathic medicine and a storytelling/musical performance by John Winn, a
musician who was part of the folk revolution in New York City during the 1960s
with the likes of Bob Dylan and Judy Collins.
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SERIALIZED SHORT STORY, CHAPTER 3: SUDDENLY, ALONE...
The cryptic message had Olivia stumped.
She had no idea if the note was left by the
stranger she met at the fountain or by
somebody else entirely. Motive was also
on her mind, as she could not imagine
who or why somebody would be providing
her with hints about a musical manuscript.
As far as Olivia was concerned, her past
research had been benign and had been
of interest only to her. It appeared that
her hand was being forced and that she
would need to pursue her research either
to the point of finding a dead end or to
the point where she could understand
why others had suddenly become interested in her work.
The message provided only one workable
piece of information and this was the line
regarding Hector Berlioz. The French composer was a known narcotics user. His
Symphonie Fantastique was said to have
been composed while he was under the
influence of opium. In addition, Berlioz
was the composer of four operas, the
most famous being Les Troyens and Beatrice et Benedict. As Olivia was neck deep
in an opera library, she figured this was
the most logical place to begin.
The schedule at the library was long and
the work was relentless. Simply preparing
the music for an upcoming performance
took hours and required the concentrated
work of everybody working at the library.
It was because of this schedule that Olivia
was only able to think about the manuscript and the messages in the back of her
mind. It was more than a week before
enough time was available to allow Olivia
to pursue the Berlioz connection. It was
late on a Thursday afternoon when the
shelf containing the score for Beatrice et
Benedict was found. The music was in a
single stack, approximately one foot high,
and contained every single part that the
opera required. Not expecting an immediate red flag or an X marks the spot; Olivia
took the entire stack to a table and began
going through each sheet one by one. At
the end of two hours, nothing unusual

was found on the score or on any of the
individual parts. No cryptic notes, no
writing in the margin, nothing at all that
would shed any light on the current situation. It was clear to Olivia that there was a
connection to Hector Berlioz. Why would
his name have been mentioned in the
message left under her desk lamp if this
were not the case? The search of the
score for Les Troyens would have to wait
as the hour was getting late and the score
for that particular opera was of an even
bigger size and would required much
more time.
Olivia’s research into the musical manuscript that may or may not exist had only
been preliminary. Olivia could only think
of one thing that would be the source of
so much recent intrigue. The manuscript
was rumored to be connected to a specific
church, the name of which was still unknown, and that the composer was said to
be a Secularist who had been living in a
monastery at the time it was written.
Attach to all of this was rumors of a scandalous affair between a church official and
a young woman. Olivia knew that at no
time in history would something cause
more scandal than religion and sex. Combine church doctrine with human sexuality
and something was sure to blow up in the
face of all reason. Olivia hoped that the
next piece of information she found would
lead her in a new direction and would
somehow tie things to the opium use of a
French composer.
It was late in the afternoon on a Saturday
and Olivia was tasked with two things. The
first was to remove the music from
“Falstaff” from all of the stands in the orchestra pit. Falstaff was the Saturday
matinee performance. The music had to
be gathered, sorted, and placed back on
the shelf in the music library. The second
task was to place the music on all of the
stands for the Saturday evening performance of Richard Wagner’s
“Gotterdammerung”. This opera was a
behemoth lasting more than five hours

and the amount of music
required for a performance
was massive. Working
alone, it took Olivia three
trips to and from the library and required several
hours of her time. She had
Hector Berlioz.
just finished and had reCourtesy
turned to her small desk
image.
for some much needed
quiet time. This did not last long as a feeling of great unease overcame Olivia. She
had the feeling that she was not alone and
that somebody was watching her. This
feeling was all the more unsettling because she was basically surrounded by
thousands of people who were arriving for
the evening performance. While trying not
to look around and being too obvious,
Olivia noticed that a journal that was
sitting on her desk and her small briefcase
were missing. A brief movement in the
corner of her eye caught Olivia’s attention
and she glanced to the left to see someone moving away from the library. Instinct
overcame rational thinking and Olivia began to move quickly towards this person.
Her first thought that this was the person
who had taken her belongings and she
was determined to get them back.
The person in front of her could not be
clearly seen but Olivia had a strong feeling
that it was the mysterious stranger. Olivia
was unable to gain ground on this person
and it was clear that she was being led
into the bowels of the opera house where
fewer and fewer people were around. The
entire thing had a strong Phantom of the
Opera vibe to it and Olivia had to ask herself if she was chasing somebody or was
she being led towards danger? Nobody
knew where she was and she was unfamiliar with this area of the opera house.
Olivia found herself in a sub-basement
level of the house and there were pipes
running along the walls and the ceiling. It
was only then that Olivia realized that the
stranger had disappeared and that she
was completely alone.
To be continued...
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE

YOGINI CIRCUS STILT CAMP IN RIDGWAY
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-There will be a Yogini Circus Stilt camp six-day Stilt Build & Walk Workshop for kids (and their adult) seven and up in
Ridgway June 13th-15th & June 20-22nd from 6 to 7:30 PM. The Build will be in the Cimarron Coffee Parking lot, Ridgway - Walk in
Ridgway town park. Cost is $75 per participant, and participants must pre-register by calling (970) 765-4627 or emailing heather@yoginicircus.com. Registration deadline June 10. Maximum 10 walkers. Participants must attend all six sessions.

MONTROSE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM WELCOMES SIX
LOCAL AUTHORS FOR SUNDAY HISTORY SERIES JUNE12
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The Montrose County Historical Museum (21 N. Rio Grande Ave) invites history enthusiasts to join us for the
“Sunday History Series” on June 12 from 3pm to 5 pm. This month we will be hosting six local historical authors and one special
guest. The authors will be showing their newest accomplishment along with their past books. The authors will be Steve Baker,
Greta Hemstrom, Elaine Hale Jones, Carol Patterson, Jack Rairden, and Judy Buffington Sammons. The special guest will be Raymond Tyler, the brother of Muriel Marshall (the late local Historian). Please join us for this reception, it is free and open to the
public. For more information call 970-249-2085.

OCHS OFFERS HISTORIC HOME TOUR JULY 2 IN OURAY
Special to Art & Sol
OURAY-The public will have a rare opportunity to view the interior of historically
significant homes in Ouray during a special
event offered by the Ouray County Historical Society on Saturday, July 2.
Vintage Venues: Historic Home and
Church Tour includes self-guided tours of
five homes and St. John’s Episcopal
Church. The tour runs from noon to 5
p.m. Tickets are $25 and will be available
at the Ouray County Historical Museum at
420 Sixth Avenue on the day of the event.
Maps that identify locations of the six venues and informational brochures are included in the tour package. Refreshments
will be served at one of the stops on the
tour.
Five of the locations are in the city of
Ouray within walking distance of one another. The sixth, the George Jackson
“Poor Farm” house, is just off Highway 550
mid-way between Ridgway and Ouray.
The homes are all private residences that
have been preserved or restored in keep-

ing with the historic
character of the city.
Docents will be stationed at each site to
provide additional
information.
Venues include:
the Story/Flor home
on Seventh Avenue;
the Reynolds/
McCullough home,
Fifth Avenue; the
Jackson Poor Farm,
Highway 550;
a new Victorian reproduction house,
A new Victorian reproduction house on 5th Ave. Courtesy photo.
Fifth Avenue; a mid20th Century restoration house, Fourth
which for 23 years served as the county’s
Street; and the original St. John’s Episco- “poor farm,” is listed on the National Regpal Church on Fifth Avenue.
ister of Historic Places.
The homes and church represent various The home tour price includes admission
styles of Victorian-era architecture such as to the museum. Proceeds from the tour
Queen Anne and Italianate. The original
benefit the Ouray County Historical Sociehomes and St. John’s Church were built in ty. For more information, call (970) 325the late 19th Century. The Jackson home, 4576.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE
CALL TO INDEPENDENT FILMMAKERS FOR NOV. RIDGWAY MOONWALK
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-The Ridgway Creative District
and Weehawken Creative Arts, in collaboration with the Four Corners Film Office,
will be showcasing the work and creativity
of Colorado independent filmmakers during the Ridgway MoonWalk series. We are
calling to filmmakers to enter short films
for a free public showing on Saturday,
Nov. 12, 2016, from 6 – 9 PM at the historic Sherbino Theater in Ridgway, CO.
Films should be no more than 20 minutes
in length and appropriate for family viewing. Films will be juried for selection to be
shown at the three-hour event. Selected
filmmakers should be prepared to give a
five-minute presentation about the inspiration for the film and anecdotes in the
making of the film.
Films must be submitted by Friday, Oct.
7, 2016 at 5 PM. An entry form, available
at ridgwaycreativedistrict.com, must accompany your film. Please submit entries

to Diedra Silbert,
dsilbert@town.ridgway.co.us, or mail it to
Town of Ridgway Creative District, PO Box
10, Ridgway, CO 81432. Entries are accepted in these formats: YouTube, Vimeo,
or other online video hosting site, flash
drive or DVD.
The well-attended Ridgway MoonWalk
Art Outings series began in July 2013 to
support creative individuals and highlight
their work. Ridgway is a rural Western
Slope small town in a beautiful setting
beneath the San Juan Mountains. The
Ridgway Creative District is a Colorado
Certified Creative District.
CONTACTS for questions and additional
information: Jan Kubek OR John Clark 970
-318-0138 or jankubek@msn.com 970417-8434 or macdoktor@gmail.com.
The Town of Ridgway became a State Certified Creative District in July 2013, after
one year as a Prospective Creative District.
The Creative District serves as a link for

Creatives of the region to celebrate and
sustain creativity and its place in this thriving community. It brings together organizations and individuals to cultivate and
support the advancement of creative industries in Ridgway, furthering sustained,
appropriate and imaginative economic
development. Weehawken Creative Arts
is a Colorado Non-Profit Organization (501
-c-3) and is Ouray County’s Arts Education
Center that serves Ridgway, Ouray, Colona, Silverton and Montrose.
The Mission of Weehawken Creative Arts
is to provide high- quality arts education
and personal growth programs and events
to adults and children year-round. The
Four Corners Film Office works to promote productions and jobs in film, television and digital media in SW Colorado. It is
dedicated to promoting regional locations
and attractions, as well as, providing a
production industry community through
networking events and opportunities.

CELEBRATE THE FOURTH OF JULY IN
SILVERTON, ONE OF AMERICA’S TOP SUMMER GETAWAYS
Special to Art & Sol
SILVERTON-The Town of Silverton is
pleased to announce our Fantastic 4th
of July Fireworks Celebration for 2016.
Silverton has long had the best Fireworks Display on the Western Slope of
Colorado- and this year will be no exception.
We want to invite our visitors, neighbors, and friends to spend the 4th of
July with us.
In the most recent issue of Outside
Magazine, Silverton was voted as one
of the top Summer Getaways, and our
4th of July Celebrations earned a special mention.
So make your plans now to come and
check us out.

For 2016, the Town of Silverton has
contracted the professional company
Pyrotechnics Inc. to provide us with a
fantastic 35 minute display of gorgeous fireworks.
This year’s fireworks will be choreographed with outstanding music and
will create a painted display across the
valley sky on the Northeast side of the
Silverton caldera. They will be
launched at 9 p.m. on July 4th as in previous years. However, as this is a new
launch site- there is now fantastic
viewing to be had from Silverton’s
Memorial Park!*
We welcome everyone to enjoy their
day and then starting at 7 p.m. they
can set up chairs and blankets, bring

friends and family, and hang out for
the fireworks display.
*Please know that Memorial Park is a
public Town facility and is an alcohol &
drug-free zone*
If you would like to make a taxdeductible donation towards this
year’s 4th of July Fireworks please send
a check made out to The Town of Silverton to P.O. Box 250, Silverton, CO
81433 or call Silverton Town Hall at
970-387-5522
For more information on accommodations and camping please visit:
www.colorado.gov/pacific/
townofsilverton/july-4th-celebration
www.molaslake.com
www.silvertoncolorado.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE
YOUTH SUMMER ART CLASSES AT HILLCREST CHURCH
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-Youth art classes to be
offered at Hillcrest Congregational Church
this summer include: ACTIVATE ART for
three to five year olds: Students will engage in art projects that combine fine
motor skills with entertaining art projects
to foster creative handwork (painting,
cutting, drawing, sculpture, etc.) along
with an understanding of art elements,
art principles and art history. $50.00 if
registered & paid by May 31, 2016,
$70.00 after May 31, 2016
WHEN: 8:15 to 10:00 a.m. each Tuesday
from June 7 to August 9, 10 classes
WHEN: 10:15 to noon each Tuesday
from June 7 to August 9, 10 classes.
OPEN 2-D ART SESSIONS for ages 13-17
Art stations will be available for students
to participate in or they may choose to
draw or paint a project of their choice.
Media can include graphite, charcoal,
pastel, ink, paint. $50 if paid/reg. by 5/31,
$70 after 5/31
WHEN: 8:15 to 10:00 a.m. each Wednesday from June 8 to August 10, 10 classes
WHEN: 10:15 a.m. to noon each Wednesday from June 8 to August 10, 10 classes
DISCOVERING the ART of NATURE, SCIENCE, and MATH through color, pattern,
form, texture, and elements.

Students will keep a journal of their exploration by drafting drawings and then
creating final art pieces.
Classes include: $50.00 if registered &
paid by May 31, 2016, $70.00 after May
31, 2016.
Creating paint from earth elements - Replicate pattern and design from nature
Shape and form- The art of flight
Weaving with natural fibers- Lettering,
words, symbols, and signs
Texture, impressions, and embossingNatural printmaking
Recycling objects into art - Designing 3D organic structures
AGES 6 – 12 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 each Tuesday from June 7 to August 9, 10 classes
AGES 13 – 17 1:00 – 2:45 p.m. each
Wednesday from June 8 to August 10, 10
classes.
GET YOUR COMIC ON
Students will TOON up their art skills by
applying line/contour drawing, art elements and principles to their cartoon
creations. 10 classes offer energetic creative environment. $50 if paid/reg. by
5/31, $70 after 5/31
Animating objects and creating characters
- Characters in motion
Communication thru emotion, stories and
illustration- Lettering

Storyboard- Still life drawing
Perspective, foreshortening- Figure
drawing, anatomy
Light and shadow, shading - Caricatures
AGES 6 – 12 3 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. each
Tuesday from June 7 to August 9, 10 classes
AGES 13 - 17 3 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. each
Wednesday from June 8 to August 10, 10
classes
CLASS LOCATION: Hillcrest Congregational Church, 622 S. Hillcrest Dr. Montrose,
CO, 81401
PLEASE NOTE: Activities listed for each
class may not take place in the order
listed above.
PLEASE NOTE: *** These fun filled art
projects and classes will include the use
of paint, markers, chalk, charcoal, glitter,
glue, clay, dirt, mud, ink, scissors, and
other enchanting materials.
Please have students wear clothing and
shoes that will only be enhanced with the
addition of these materials, and style hair
to avoid errant scissors.
*** Bringing a water bottle for the students use is encouraged. Classes will be
held subject to minimum of six students
registered per class.
To register or learn more call Dee Miller
at 970-260-3534.

LOCAL SCULPTORS’ WORK ON DISPLAY DOWNTOWN
Mirror Staff Report
MONTROSE-Cedaredge Sculptor Daphna
Russell’s Llama, left, rests in the shade near
Centennial Plaza, late Ridgway Sculptor
Michael McCullough’s Red Fox, below, sits
nearby. The pieces are displayed by the
Montrose Public Art eXperience (PAX).
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS...ARTS AND CULTURE
JOHN BILLINGS & WEEHAWKEN CREATIVE ARTS PRESENT
MICHAEL MCCULLOUGH'S 4TH ANNUAL AMATEUR SCULPTING CONTEST
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-The Fourth Annual Michael
McCullough's Amateur Sculpting Contest
is looking for anyone who would like to try
to sculpt five pounds of clay into a masterpiece in just two hours.
A panel of professional artists determines the winners awarding hefty cash
prizes. In honor of Michael McCullough,
John Billings, together with Weehawken
Creative Arts will present the Fourth Annual Ridgway Amateur Sculpting Contest
Sunday, June 12. Artist Check-in will run
from Noon until 1 pm at the Ridgway
Community Center (Town Hall). The contest will run from 1 pm until 3 pm. The
public is welcome to silently observe dur-

ing the two-hour creation period. There
will be a one-hour break for judging, followed by an awards ceremony reception,
starting at 4 pm.
Adult Registration is $30 in advance
through June 10th or $40 after June 10th
including the day of the event. Youth Registration is open to all ages and is $15 in
advance until June 10th or $20 after June
10th including the day of the event. Registration is limited to only 15 youth.
The registration fee includes a 5lb block of
clay and 2 sculpting tools. Three additional tools may be brought in from home, but
armatures are not allowed. Professional
sculptures please stay at home this is for
amateur sculptures only.

Please note that there is not a theme
participants can create as they wish. Practice clay is available in five-pound bricks
for $25 from Weehawken Creative Arts
more information is available online.
The hefty cash prizes include: $500 1st
prize adult, $200 1st prize youth, $300
2nd prize adult, $100 2nd prize youth,
$200 3rd prize adult, $50 3rd prize youth,
$250 John Billings Award Choice adult and
$150 John Billings Award Choice youth.
John Billings and Weehawken Creative
Arts are the event sponsors. For more
information and to register visit Weehawken Creative Arts at
www.weehawkenarts.org or call Weehawken at 970-318-0150.

JUNE’S SHERB TALK WELCOMES JEFF DERRY OF CSAC ON THURSDAY, JUNE 8
Special to Art & Sol
RIDGWAY-Join Jeff Derry from the Center
for Snow and Avalanche Studies for June's
Sherb Talk, “Dust-On-Snow Primer and
2015/2016 Winter Summary.” Doors and
cash bar at 7 pm with talk starting at 7:30
pm. Suggested $10 at the door.
About CSAC: CSAS is an independent, notfor-profit research and education organization. CSAS operates and maintains its
Senator Beck Basin Study Area at Red
Mountain Pass in support of regionally
relevant snow hydrology and climate
change research benefiting the water
management community. CSAS’s dust-onsnow “flagship site” is based at Senator
Beck and is the only source for operationally useful insights into dust-on-snow
effects on snowmelt behaviors, including
timing and rate of snowmelt, enhanced
risk of flooding, and water resource impacts. Jeff Derry is the dust-on-snow program manager and executive director of

CSAS. Jeff will discuss dust
events in Colorado, when does
it happen, where it comes
from, and what it means for
Colorado’s snowpack. He will
also summarize how the
2015/2016 winter season has
unfolded.
About Jeff Derry: Jeff Derry has
more than 20 years' experience
planning, managing, and executing complex scientific research projects to support industry needs, government pro- Jeff Derry. Courtesy photo.
grams and academic research
throughout the world.
He holds an M.S. in Watershed Science
His specializations include hydrology,
from Colorado State University with an
meteorology, air quality monitoring and
emphasis in snow hydrology. With his adanalysis, project management, and field
visor, Steven Fassnacht, thesis and post
operations logistics in remote settings
graduate research focused on regional
including the North Slope of Alaska,
patterns of snow water equivalent, and
Greenland, Antarctica, and offshore Kaphysiographic influences on snowpack
zakhstan.
variability, in the Colorado River Basin.
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COLORADO SCENIC BYWAYS ENRICH ROAD TRIPS
Special to Art
& Sol
COLORADOAs we enter
into this
year’s summer traveling
season, Colorado Byways
is celebrating
its 27th year
of providing a
good option
for
highway
Colorado River Headwaters
travelers
who
Scenic Byway follows the
want
exceppath of the river. Courtesy
photo Rocky Mt. Nat’l Park. tional scenic,
historical,
cultural, and recreational opportunities. Uniting communities under a common project, the byways continue to bring
people together (both locals and travelers) and connect them with the land.
In addition, 11 of Colorado’s 26 byways
are designated by the U.S. Secretary
Transportation as America’s Byways®,
meaning they are nationally recognized
for their outstanding scenic and historic
attributes. Colorado has more national
designations than any other state.
America’s Byways® in Colorado include:
Colorado River Headwaters
The Colorado River Headwaters National
Scenic and Historic Byway traces one of
North America's mightiest rivers to the
source. Along the way you'll pass through
the yellow-hued Gore Canyon, lush ranchland and, ultimately, the peaks looming
over Grand Lake, where snowmelt forms
the Colorado River headwaters.
Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway
Northwestern Colorado's Dinosaur Diamond National Scenic and Historic Byway
takes drivers through landscapes that
once shook under the footfalls of titans.
Dinosaurs were prolific in this area and
have since left their mark on the land in
the form of fossils and footprints. Long
after these massive animals disappeared
from the area, the Fremont Indians

settled its arid landscape.
Frontier Pathways
The area covered by Colorado's Frontier
Pathways National Scenic and Historic
Byway is heavily steeped in Colorado history. The land near Pueblo holds great
importance to past inhabitants. Fur traders and trappers made a living in the
Rocky Mountain foothills, Ute Indians
made their homes in the region and Spanish conquistadors explored the area in
search of precious minerals.
Gold Belt Tour
Settlers of this area that now encompasses Colorado's Gold Belt Tour National
Scenic Byway had written “Pikes Peak or
Bust” on the side of their wagons — a sign
of their optimism for gold and the desperation they felt after crossing America’s
frontier. What a handful of them found in
Cripple Creek, Victor and the hills surrounding these two towns ended up being
Colorado’s biggest gold payload.
Grand Mesa
Colorado's Grand Mesa National Scenic
and Historic Byway leads through oldgrowth forests, aspens, meadows and so
many lakes you'll lose track. That's Grand
Mesa in a nutshell. A must-see on the
world's largest flat-topped mountain is
the Lands End Overlook, which clings
6,000 feet above the valley and takes in
views as far-reaching as the Sneffels
Range near Ridgway.
Lariat Loop
Drive one of the first routes, Lariat Loop
National Scenic and Historic Byway, developed by the City of Denver to help Coloradans experience its mountain parks. Taking its name from the historic Lariat Trail,
this route connects two roadways on the
National Register of Historic Places (Lariat
Trail and Bear Creek Canyon) and includes
a stop at Hiawatha Homestead and Buffalo Bill's Museum and Grave.
San Juan Skyway
Traveling through the dazzling multihued
San Juan Mountains and making stops at
historic towns of great significance Colorado's San Juan Skyway All-American Road is

often considered an essential journey for
road trippers, traveling through popular
mountain towns.
Santa Fe Trail
The Santa Fe Trail, now the Santa Fe Trail
National Scenic and Historic Byway, ran
through the southeast corner of Colorado.
This reliable route was traversed by a
bevy of fortune-seeking individuals, including "Wild" Bill Hickok, frontiersman
Kit Carson, Jedediah Smith and explorer
Zebulon Pike.
Top of the Rockies
Scenery reaches new heights on the Top
of the Rockies National Scenic and Historic
Byway in Colorado — Mount Elbert and
Mount Massive are the tallest and second
tallest peaks in the state. Follow the beginnings of the Arkansas River, and be
sure to stop by one of the many lakes in
the area and spend some time on Leadville's main street.
Trail of the Ancients
Colorado's Trail of the Ancients National
Scenic and Historic Byway travels between
remote national monuments and Mesa
Verde National Park. Witness the centuries-old cliff dwellings and petroglyphs of
the Ancestral Puebloans along the first
byway designated for archaeological significance.
Trail Ridge Road-Rocky Mountain National Park
Make your way above tree-line inside
Rocky Mountain National Park along the
sky-scraping expanses of North America’s
highest paved through-road.
Trail Ridge Road-All American Road,
passing through Rocky Mountain National
Park between the towns of Estes Park and
Grand Lake, is one of the best ways to see
the Continental Divide as it cuts through
Colorado.
More Information:
http://coloradodot.info/travel/scenicbyways
http://www.colorado.com/articles/quickguide-colorados-scenic-historic-byways
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/
CO
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Hold the Date! Upcoming Cultural Events
ONGOINGRIDGWAY CONCERT SERIES 2016-July 7, 14, 21, 28-9th Annual Free Summer Concert Series
Hartwell Park, Ridgway, Thursdays in July, 6pm ‘til Dark, July 7, 14, 21, 28 Free Music featuring World-Class Bands! Family Friendly, Children’s Activities, Food Vendors, Local Beer, Margaritas & WineLate Night After-Show at the Sherbino Theater, Live Broadcast on KVNF.
PAONIA’S PICKIN’ IN THE PARK 2016-Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25 Paonia’s 9th Annual Free Summer Concert Series, Paonia Town Park,
Paonia,Thursday Evenings in August, 6pm ‘til Dark. Dates are August 4, 11, 18, 25 ~ 2016 Free Live Music, National Touring Acts,
Family Friendly, Children’s ActivitiesLocal Food, Local Beer & Local Wine, Broadcast Live on KVNF!www.pickinproductions.com.
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE @ THE GALLERY • MUSIC BY YOUTH, Second Saturdays from 7 to 9 p.m. at Healthy Rhythm Community
Art Gallery in Sampler Square.
THE ALPINE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets every second Tuesday at St. Mary Catholic Church in the St Paul Room, 1855 St Mary’s
Drive, Montrose. The Public is welcome to attend. For more information, email alpinephotoclub@aol.com.
FREE JAM SESSION AND SING ALONG, Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Montrose Pavilion Senior Center.
MONTROSE HISTORICAL MUSEUM-“Montrose County Historical Society Presents” is held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each
month in the Pioneer Room of Friendship Hall, 1001 N. 2nd St. The public is invited to free programs based on topics of regional
history. For more information please call 249-2085.
SNOWSHADOW GYM-Zumba classes with Maria Gonzalez week nights 5:30 to 7:30; Swing dance with Kevin Mears Mondays 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. 535 S. First St. Snowshadowgymniastics@yahoo.com.
MONTHLYMay 31-Montrose Regional Library Summer Reading Program Begins!
June 1-Montrose Regional Library Book Reveal Open House, kids K through 6th grade, 1 to 3 p.m.
June 1-SMPA Annual Meeting, San Miguel Power Association Nucla Office, 170 West 10th Avenue in Nucla, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
June 2-To kick off the warm weather Swimming Season, the Montrose Recreation District (MRD) invites everyone to their Third
Annual Water Safety Awareness Fair on Thursday June 2 from 10 am-Noon. For information regarding free family swim lessons,
scholarships and swim lesson schedules, please contact MRD at 249-7705.
June 3-DMEA Solar Garden Tour, 11925 6300 Road, 11:30 to 1 p.m. Refreshments provided.
June 3-The Band of Heathens Perform at Montrose Music Summer Series Fri 6/3, 5pm doors/ 6pm show/ 7:30pm BOH; Free ; All
Ages. Black Canyon Golf Course 1350 Birch St Montrose CO 81401.www.montrosesummermusic.com.
June 4-Colorado State Taxidermy Championships will be held at the Montrose Pavilion June 2-4. On Saturday June 4, the exhibit is
open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $3 for adults and children age10 and above; children under 10 are free.
June 4- The Delta County Rock, Gem and Mineral Show will be held on June 4, 2016 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heddles Recreation Center, 530 Gunnison River Drive, Delta, Colorado. This event is free to the public, and children and adults of all ages are
welcome. Come and enjoy the Annual Rock Show.
June 7-Montrose Summer Reading Program Archery event, 9 a.m. to Noon. Youth age 10 to 18, registration required; sign up at
front desk.
June 8-Montrose Regional Library Sneak Peek Breakfast Book Talk, 10 to 11a.m. , Library meeting room.
June 9-SMPA annual meeting in Nucla, 5:30 p.m. 170 West 10th Avenue in Nucla.
June 9-Friendship Force International meets at Red Cross Training Center, 5th and Gunnison in Grand Junction June 9 at 6:15 pm.
The non-profit organizationwas founded and introduced to the world at a ceremony held at the White House on March 1, 1977.
FFI provides opportunities to explore new cultures by bringing people together at the personal level. If you’re interested in joining
us please call Sue Palmer on 970-260-4653.
June 9-The KAFM 88.1RADIO ROOM Proudly Presents…Justin Payne on Thursday, June 9th, 2016 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are $18 in
advance and $20 at the door and may be purchased by calling (970) 241-8801, Ext. 201 or online at www.kafmradio.org. The
Radio Room is located at 1310 Ute Avenue, Grand
Junction, CO 81501. Doors open at 7 p.m.
June 11-Montrose Garden Tour—9 a.m. to 2 p.m.Self-guided tour of 5 private gardens & the Montrose Botanic Gardens. Enjoy
beautiful landscapes, live music & artists painting. Tickets can be purchased at www.montrosegardens.org, Camelot Gardens and
San Juan Gardens prior to the tour or at the Botanic Gardens the day of the tour. Tour starts at the Botanic Gardens where maps
will be handed out. 1801 Pavilion Drive. $10 members/$15 non-members. Questions, call 970-765-2237.
June 11-Bite the Mic Music Festival to benefit Habitat for Humanity! Brought to you by Tom Barry Productions and Ascending
Giants, the event is located at the Habitat Barn in Montrose and will be showcasing over ten Colorado Bands. Headliners include
Montrose bands: Ascending Giants, Johnson County Coroners, and the Blue Gators, Gunnison band: Kreature of Habit, and Roy
Catlin and the Dudes all the way from Denver Colorado. Side acts include: The Poachers, Sergio Sabaleta, Darcy Figgs, Jeff Fields
and a variety of local artists preforming slam poetry. There will be local craft beer from 2 Rascals and Colorado Boy, along with
domestic beer and a beer garden. Local food vendors will be serving aa variety of food. The event is FAMILY FRIENDLY. Ten dollars
at the door, 12 and under are free, no pre-sale tickets. Cash only. Doors open at 12 music starts at 1 p.m.
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At right, Vendor Skeeter Chamberlain
set up in a shady spot for the Montrose
Farmers Market on May 28.

Grand Mesa Motorsports proudly presents Moto Mayhem of Delta at Downtown Delta Fest 2016
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