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ALTRUSA CLUB CELEBRATES 49 YEARS OF SERVICE TO MONTROSE & THE WORLD  

By Carole Ann McKelvey 
Mirror Staff Writer 
MONTROSE – Altrusa International of Montrose cel-
ebrated its 49th birthday on June 5, 2024. The local 
club is a member of Altrusa International, a service 
club started in 1917. The stated purpose of the inter-
national club is a belief that everyone is able to 
make a positive difference to the world around 
them. Altrusa International states, “We can each 
volunteer our time, or donate our money, towards 
worthy causes. Our individual efforts are small, but 
they matter. We can achieve even more when we 
bring people together.” For more than 100 years 
Altrusa Clubs have collected members from varying 
occupations and lifestyles, all sharing an interest in 
community service. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt was 
an active New York City Altrusa member.  
 In Montrose, these members are 
from a wide range of occupations 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-On July 23, the Delta Montrose Electric 
Association (DMEA) Board of Directors Regular 
meeting, held at the Read Service Center, was 
called to order at 3 p.m.  
  The call to order was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance, determination of a quorum, and approv-
al of the consent agenda (Membership & Meter 
Report, Minutes from the June 2024).   
 With Board President Stacia Cannon held up in 
road construction, Vice President Jock Fleming pre-
sided over the first part of the meeting. Steve Me-
theny was absent, all other board members were 
present.   
Member Attendance/Introductions 
  DMEA co-op members are afforded an opportunity 
to speak during Member Comments, which for this 
meeting were scheduled for 5 p.m. There were no 
member comments.  

DMEA BRINGS ELECTRICITY TO NAVAJO NATION HOMES 
Newly-Elected Ryan Sedgeley  calls out JOLT Conference as ‘Propaganda’ 

Continued pg 37 

Continued pg 18 

The July 23, 2024 Delta Montrose Electric Association 
(DMEA) board meeting was held at the Read Service 
Center in Delta. With the exception of Director Steve 
Metheny, who was out of town, all board members were 
present. Photo by Gail Marvel. 

The local Montrose Altrusa International Club originally 
established the Altrusa Park on Hillcrest and maintains 
the garden portion to this day. This park is owned by the 
City of Montrose and originally was a plot of dirt at the 
edge of the city limits.  Altrusa members continue to 
maintain the garden by pulling weeds and cleaning up. 
(photo by Carole McKelvey) 
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UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Readers: 
We appreciate your letters! We like reading 
and hearing opinions from all perspectives. We 
are sharing herewith our updated guidelines: 
In the past we have had one rule, to be imple-
mented at the editor’s discretion. We are now 
including two more suggested “Rules” for 
letter writers. 
RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place 
from the start of the Mirror. This is somewhat 
self-explanatory, but there are times when 
something has been said so many times it can 
run afoul of the “Dead Horse Rule,” in which 
case we will inform the writer. 
RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a 
letter can often say what needs to be said in 
one page or less. Our pages are 8.5 X 11, we 
use a 10 pt Calibri font; letters that are roughly 
800 words fit well within this suggested guide-
line. 
RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to 
avoid bumping up against Rule 1.  Also, in the 
case of those writing to intentionally discredit 
a public official or candidate for public office, 
please provide a link to the source of your alle-
gation if possible. Unsourced, unproven allega-
tions are not credible, and could in fact be un-
truths. 
 Finally, opinions expressed in letters and com-
mentary are those of the authors themselves, 
and do not reflect the views of the Montrose 
Mirror or editorial staff. 
Thank you, 
Caitlin Switzer,  
Montrose Mirror Editor 

https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm
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GRASSHOPPER UPDATE 
Mirror Staff Report 
COLORADO-We know that they’re 
here (See article in last week’s issue, 
MM595), but WHY? Why are there so 
many grasshoppers in Colorado this 
summer? To find out, we spoke with 
CSU Master Gardener Chuck Weaver, 
who works with Colorado State Uni-
versity’s Tri River Area Extension office 
here in Montrose.  Grasshoppers 
hatch from eggs, Weaver said, and 
population numbers vary according to the weather in late 
spring. 
 In a rainy spring with an abundance of green foliage, there 
will be an abundant crop of grasshoppers to go with. In dry 
conditions, there is less for the hungry insects to eat, and 
their numbers are not as high. 
 As the grasshoppers consume local gardens and much of 
the landscape, it is useful to know that in other parts of the 
world, grasshoppers themselves are consumed as tasty 
treats. A 2022 BBC article touted them as “food of the Fu-
ture,” asking if grasshoppers could ultimately replace meat, 
while popular cooking sites feature various recipes for 
turning these bugs into tasty appetizers. 
 There is also a cocktail named for the ubiquitous insects; 
although the “Grasshopper” contains no actual bugs, it can 
bring a refreshing enjoyment of an otherwise maligned 
creature. See Recipe here. 

Photo B. Switzer. 

https://www.montrosemirror.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/MM595.pdf
https://www.montrosecounty.net/278/CSU-Extension
https://www.montrosecounty.net/278/CSU-Extension
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220720-why-insects-are-the-sustainable-superfood-of-the-future
https://www.thespruceeats.com/chapulines-mexican-grasshoppers-2342567
https://www.southernliving.com/grasshopper-cocktail-8628118
http://www.montroselibrary.org/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

To Montrose Citizens: 
Today, Monday, July 29, 5:30pm at the Bluecorn Cafe, 1842 S Townsend Ave, you can come and help guide Montrose's fu-
ture.  Unify Montrose's Catalyst Club will meet to explore ideas of what topics we should discuss to help improve life in Mont-
rose.  Everyone's voice from Montrose (East end of the County) is equally welcome.  No matter what you do in our wonderful 
County, I hope to see you there.  
Rick Bleier, President, Unify Montrose 

JOIN US TONIGHT TO HELP GUIDE MONTROSE'S FUTURE 

http://www.deltahealthco.org/
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BOCC APPROVES LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENTS,  
LAUNCHES EXTERNAL SEARCH FOR NEW COUNTY MANAGER 

 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-In a special meeting on 
Wednesday, July 24, the Montrose Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) ap-
proved Consent Agenda items and then 
entered executive session with the County 
Attorney. All commissioners were pre-
sent. BOCC Chair Roger Rash called the 
meeting to order, Vice Chair Keith Caddy 
led in saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
There were no comments heard from the 
public. 

COUNTY MANAGER 
Interim County Manager Emily Sanchez 
had no changes to the meeting agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent Agenda items were approved 
unanimously as written, including three 
appointments to the Montrose Library 
Board as well as BOCC approval to begin 
an external search for a County Manager. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioners entered into a recorded 
Executive Session with County Attorney 
Marti Whitmore, to discuss personnel 

policy items not related to a specific em-
ployee and for legal advice related to TA-
BOR (Taxpayer Bill of Rights). 
Joining commissioners in executive ses-
sion were the county attorney, Interim 
County Manager Emily Sanchez, Finance 
Director Cindy Dunlap, Budget Manager 
Lanny Paulson, Sheriff Gene Lillard, Sher-
iff’s Lieutenant Ty Cox, and Heather Bat-
man. 
Following the executive session, the BOCC 
returned to regular session, and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

expresspros.com/grandjunctionco
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/player/clip/1815?view_id=2&redirect=true
https://granicus_production_attachments.s3.amazonaws.com/montrosecounty/2d060c7b69c7665dca8a559d89fb123f0.html
https://granicus_production_attachments.s3.amazonaws.com/montrosecounty/2d060c7b69c7665dca8a559d89fb123f0.html
https://tax.colorado.gov/TABOR
https://tax.colorado.gov/TABOR
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—Following public input and 

further work session discussion, the Board 
of County Commissioners approved an 

external search for the county manager in 
accordance with Title 24. The county man-
ager job description is currently posted 
internally and will be posted externally on 
July 24. The posting will close on August 
14, 2024. 
 The Board of County Commissioners re-
mains committed to finding a qualified 
individual to fill the County Manager posi-
tion. This extended search will allow them 
to identify the best possible candidate for 
the role. 
 Montrose County recently appointed As-
sistant County Manager Emily Sanchez to 
Interim County Manager. Sanchez’s term 
as Interim County Manager overlaps with 
County Manager Jon Waschbusch’s depar-
ture to ensure a seamless transition. 
 To view the County Manager job posting, 
please view the county’s job page. 

MONTROSE COUNTY UPDATES COUNTY MANAGER SEARCH PROCESS; NAMES SANCHEZ INTERIM MANAGER 

http://www.shaffer.land/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2frecruiting2.ultipro.com%2fMON1022MOTC%2fJobBoard%2f6c028da9-43e3-43fb-a842-c05ac9af4e47%2f%3fq%3d%26o%3dpostedDateDesc&c=E,1,YPHxDTOXy64t_XsTiFpdzLVdXXD8JT10TuHsHC1TkgvIRVS68qNLk22UDgsOyDs1DbhOtwhrK_gEBr7Oyw
http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/


The Montrose Mirror   July 29, 2024 Page 11  

Mirror staff report 
Photo Debbie Blanchard 
MONTROSE-All bank staff are safe and no-
body was hurt, an employee at Vectra Bank 
told the Mirror, after a gray pickup truck 
plowed through the east wall at Vectra 
Bank (1200 S Townsend Ave) last Monday.  
 The driver appeared to survive the inci-
dent also, the employee said.  
 Montrose Police Commander Larry Witte 
said that the driver was the only person in 
the vehicle at the time of the  crash, which 
was caused by a minor medical issue. 
There were no injuries to anyone. Property 
damage was incurred to the truck as well 
as the building, Witte said. 
Local business owner Debbie Blanchard 
said that she arrived at the bank shortly after the accident. 
  “It was bad,” she said. “I am glad no one was hurt. I don’t know how that truck ended up there.” 

NONE HURT AS PICKUP PLOWS INTO BANK ON SOUTH TOWNSEND 

A truck drove through the east wall at Vectra Bank last Monday. Photo by Debbie Blanchard. 

JULY 25-CITIZEN REPORT & PHOTOS BY DAVID WHITE 

Photos by David White. 

By David White 
MONTROSE-I was pulling into Home Depot at 
8:20PM July 25 and witnessed a guy allegedly steal-
ing this Dodge Ram pickup. He quickly lost control of 
it and crashed into a tree by Jolley Smiles and took 
out a DMEA transformer which killed power to Home 
Depot, Jolley Smiles and I think Chili's. I stopped to 
help only to have the perp jump out of the truck and 
then try to break into a BMW parked nearby (see 
photo). When he couldn't get into the car, he started 
running only to be tackled by a good Samaritan who 
held him down until the MPD showed up. It was wild! 
Like something out of a Fast & Furious movie! 
Editor’s Note: Calls to Montrose Police for more information regarding the incident had not been returned by press time. 
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http://www.curryforcolorado.com/
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Special to the Mirror 
COLORADO – The Colorado State Patrol and 
assisting agencies, will conduct saturation pa-
trols through the Northwestern area of the 
state, which includes the counties of Moffat, 
Routt, and Grand.  The primary focus will be on 
Highway 40 between Craig, Hayden, Milner, 
and Highway 9 in Grand. This increased en-
forcement event will occur on Tuesday, July 
30th. 
 State troopers and assisting agencies will be 
out during the evening commute to locate and 
apprehend drivers who may be impaired by or 
otherwise under the influence of alcohol, 
drugs, or a combination of these substances. 
We will also be increasing enforcement on 
distracted driving and excessive speed. 
 If you encounter a suspected impaired driver 
steer clear, pull over, and contact the Colorado 
State Patrol by calling *CSP (*277), 9-1-1 or 
970-249-4392. Be prepared to provide the fol-
lowing information: vehicle description, license 
plate number, location and direction of travel, 
driver description, and the driving behavior 
being demonstrated. All emergency calls can 
be made to 9-1-1. 
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EXPERIENCED STONEMASON HOPES TO BUILD LOCAL CLIENTELE 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-As a stonemason, Baltaz-
ar Cervantes of Montrose brings 24 years 

of professional experience and artistry to 
his work. Having started out in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, Cervantes now hopes to 
build his clientele here in Montrose, offer-
ing skilled masonry and natural stone to 
enhance any landscape. 
 From retaining walls to flagstone walk-

ways, natural stone is a beautiful and en-
during way to upgrade your surroundings, 
Cervantes said, adding that he can work 
with larger stones that require heavy 
equipment.  
 He plans to open a full-time retail location 
here, behind the antique stores outside of 
Montrose, in 2025. In addition to land-
scape rock, “We’re also going to sell deco-
rative boulders and petrified wood rocks 
for natural fountains.” 
To reach Baltazar Cervantes at Natural 
Stone in Montrose call 505-455-6195 or 
visit the company online at https://
www.naturalstonesupplyanddesign.com/.  

Photos courtesy of Baltazar Cervantes, 
Natural Stone Supply & Design. 

https://www.naturalstonesupplyanddesign.com/
https://www.naturalstonesupplyanddesign.com/
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MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE K9 VOODOO TO GET DONATION OF BODY ARMOR  

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—Montrose County Sheriff’s 
Office, CO, K9 Voodoo will receive a bullet 
and stab protective vest thanks to a chari-
table donation from non-profit organiza-
tion Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. K9 Voo-
doo’s vest is sponsored by Don and Misty 
Fike of Galesburg, IL and will be embroi-
dered with the sentiment “Born to Love-
Trained to Serve-Loyal Always”.  Delivery is 
expected within eight to ten weeks. 
 Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., established in 
2009, is a 501(c)(3) charity whose mission 
is to provide bullet and stab protective 
vests and other assistance to dogs of law 
enforcement and related agencies 
throughout the United States. This poten-
tially lifesaving body armor for four-legged 

K9 officers is U.S. made, custom fitted, 
and NIJ certified. Since its inception, Vest-
ed Interest in K9s, Inc. has provided over 
5,707 vests to K9s in all 50 states at a val-
ue of $6.9 million, made possible by both 
private and corporate donations.   
 The program is open to U.S. dogs that are 
at least 20 months old and actively em-
ployed and certified with law enforcement 
or related agencies.  K9s with expired 
vests are also eligible to participate. There 
are an estimated 30,000 law enforcement 
K9s throughout the United States.  
 Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. accepts tax-
deductible contributions in any amount, 
while a single donation of $985 will spon-
sor one vest.  Each vest has a value of 
$1800.00, weighs an average of 4-5 lb., 

and 
comes 
with a five
-year war-
ranty.  For 
more in-
formation, 
or to learn 
about 
volunteer 
opportu-
nities, 
please call 508-824-6978.  Vested Interest 
in K9s, Inc. provides information, lists 
events, and accepts donations at 
www.vik9s.org, or you may mail your con-
tribution to P.O. Box 9, East Taunton, MA 
02718.  

K9 Voodoo MCSO. Courtesy photo. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vik9s.org%2f&c=E,1,ZoOkgAu61ebckefeuPKt1FEh5WBBovVexSjoevCAzkaiuT0yspoDxsG6wjHh951BYFshNAKx98ljMGlBV6QF4PgQGWvC0u5k3elmRHoSpbkihVGHXRAHmoPp&typo=1
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https://www.alpinebank.com/personal/personal-checking/loyalty-visa-debit-card.html?utm_source=ab-partner-site&utm_medium=banner-ads&utm_campaign=Mirror_banner-ad_DebitCards_caring-together&utm_content=san-juan
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DMEA CONNECTS ELECTRICITY TO NAVAJO NATION HOMES From pg 1 

Committee Chair Reports: 
Finance, Audit & Rate Committee (FAR) – 
Damon Lockhart, Chair 
  Lockhart said, “There is no report. We 
did not meet.” 
Engineering, Construction &Energy Ser-
vices Committee – Enno Heuscher, Chair.  
  Heuscher said, “There is no report. The 
next meeting is in September.” There was 
a brief discussion on what items would 
appear on the agenda for the meeting.  
Member Relations Committee – Kevin 
Williams, Chair.   
  Williams said, “We have not met. We will 
meet in August. We need to discuss schol-
arships.” 
Executive Committee – Stacia Cannon, 
Chair 
  Cannon said, “The Executive Committee 
did not meet. Nothing to report.” 
Informational Item (Non-Privileged CEO 
Report) – CEO Jack Johnston.  
  Johnston passed around thank you notes, 
magazine articles, and highlighted awards 
recognizing the marketing team. He 
touched briefly on updating the general 
information cards, safety, 15,000 custom-
ers connected to Elevate, new meters four
-weeks out, and hydro productivity. DMEA 
was recently recognized for their Cyber 
Tech efforts.  
  Johnston said, “We are above 90 percent 
in our answer rate [customer service]. We 
are actively hiring. We are sponsoring 
events, and we had our groundbreaking 
today [Garnet Mesa Solar]. Operating 
margins are trending well. With warm 
weather, demand is going up. On August 
12 we will have the Operation Round-Up 
social [meeting with both boards].” John-
ston stated that “Flattop and North Delta 
will go live today,” however, no context 
was given.  
Light Up the Navajo Nation: 
  Description of the project and previous 
year’s videos are available online. There 
are 13,000 families on the reservation 
who have lived for decades without elec-
tricity, i.e. no refrigerators, air condition-
ing, water from wells, oxygen concentra-
tors.   
  DMEA 2024 participants shared their 
experience with the board. Johnston said, 
“We did four miles and 55 poles. This is a 
non-profit project. There are 46 power 
companies from 16 states. This [project] 
started in 2019 and 850 homes have now 

been connected [to electricity]. We turned 
on the power to one man’s house and he 
said he now planned to buy a blender so 
he could make chili. We’re going to send 
him a blender!”  
  Johnston noted it could take decades to 
finish the project and get power to all the 
homes on the Navajo Reservation. The 
slowdown can be partially attributed to 
the government approving easements. He 
said, “The US government owns all the 
land, it’s a government reservation.” 
  The board watched a brief video on the 
project and saw photos of DMEA’s contri-
bution (equipment and labor). Heuscher 
said, “It was an incredible experience. It 
provides humanitarian aid, and you can’t 
leave there without feeling more patri-
otic.” Heuscher showed photos of a hy-
dropanel (Source Global), which, rather 
than producing electricity, produces a 
gallon of water a day without the use of 
electricity. He said, “Not only do they not 
have electricity, they have no water. No 
electricity, no water!” 
  DMEA employee Wayne said, “It was 
definitely a humbling experience.” 
  Chief of Staff Amy Taylor said, “I knew 
they didn’t have a lot, but it was very eye-
opening to see the degree to which they 
didn’t have a lot. It was a great experi-
ence.”  
  The DMEA staff have begun plans for 
next year’s participation, which will in-
clude a slot for one board member to 
attend as a working member of the crew.  
Informational Iten (Non-Privileged Legal 
Report) – Attorney Sarah Abbott. 
  Abbott said, “We are working on policies 
and Bylaws. Bylaws are a pretty big pro-
ject. We’re cleaning up and checking stat-
utes.” Any changes to the Bylaws must be 
presented to the membership for review 
30 days before approval by the board. 
Abbott said, “There are no regulatory 
matters to report.” Abbott reported on 
attending a national conference.  
Informational Item Director Reports  
Western United Electrical Supply (WUES) 
Report – Jock Fleming. 
  Fleming said, “We didn’t meet. I’ll miss 
their next board meeting.” 
Colorado Rural Electric Association 
(CREA) Report – Damon Lockhart. 
  Lockhart said, “I’ve attended two co-op 
meetings. We had an easy election, two 
incumbents, unopposed. There are two 

[job] openings for senior staff, Safety Co-
ordinator and Legislative Lobbyist. There 
will be an executive committee meeting to 
discuss the openings.”  
  The DMEA board briefly discussed em-
ployees within energy related fields who 
are leaving prominent positions in one 
organization for opportunities in other 
organizations.  
Conferences, Webinars & Meetings 
JOLT Second Annual Energy Conference 
on June 27-28, held at the Montrose Pa-
vilion. 
  Reports from board members who 
attended the conference varied. Williams 
said, “A lot of the topics were on the elec-
trical grid and transmission lines. There 
was nothing on energy efficiency. The 
summit was sort of tilted toward central-
ized energy. Heavy on presentation, not a 
lot of opportunity for discussion and ques-
tions. Overall, an interesting convention.” 
  Newly elected board member Ryan 
Sedgeley said, “Kevin [Williams] is too 
kind; there was propaganda. Maybe we 
shouldn’t sponsor it next year. There was-
n’t anything on climate change.”  
  Jacob Gray highlighted some of the infor-
mation he gleaned from the conference.  
  Fleming said, “There was some good 
stuff. They do seem to talk about nuclear 
[power]. Slow down renewables and look-
ing at nuclear.” Fleming noted that even 
though the topic of nuclear energy is men-
tioned in energy conferences, it is current-
ly not viable.  
  Williams said, “Data centers need a lot of 
power.” 
  Cannon, Gray, and Johnston toured the 
West Elk Mine. Cannon said, “We went 
three miles in and 700 feet down.” Photos 
of the tour were not permitted.  
  Johnston said, “They are our largest con-
sumer [of power]. Overall, it was enlight-
ening.”  
  Cannon reported on several online clas-
ses and webinars that she attended. 
Future Meetings 
  Regular meeting Aug. 27, 2024 
Executive Session  
-Confidential Corporate, Litigation and 
Regulatory Matters 
-Board Policies: 

112 – Director Education 
– Recall of Directors 

-Board Governance Education Discussion – 
Richard Fagerlin 



DMEA CONNECTS ELECTRICITY TO NAVAJO NATION HOMES From Previous pg 
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Executive Session Summary –Amy Taylor, 
Chief of Staff 
In an email Taylor summarized the action 
taken by the board after exiting the exec-
utive session:  
  “At 7:55 p.m. upon motion from Director 
Lockhart, seconded by Director Sedgeley, 
the Board unanimously approved exiting 
Executive Session. 
   Upon motion by Director Williams, se-
conded by Director Sanchez, the Board 
unanimously approved the updates to 
Board Policy 112 as presented. 
   Upon motion by Director Fleming, se-
conded by Director Gray, the Board unani-
mously approved the updates to Board 
Policy 113 with one amendment of re-
moving the second sentence of paragraph 

2.b..  There were no additional items from 
the Executive Session to address. Having 
no further business to conduct, the Board 
adjourned its Regular Meeting at 7:57 
p.m.” 
Background- During meetings the board 
hears verbal summary reports of their 
monthly meetings and activities. Co-op 
membership has access to some of the 
written staff reports submitted for board 
approval, i.e., minutes of the previous 
meeting, CEO report, and action items 
(resolutions). Following the meeting mem-
bers can access packet information 
through SmartHub, the online service 
which allows members to manage their 
DMEA accounts. 
DMEA DIRECTORS 

Dist. 1 – Ryan Sedgeley, 370-220-6086 
ryan.sedgeley@dmea.com 
Dist. 2 - Steve Metheny, 970-209-6172, 
steve.metheny@dmea.com     
Dist. 3 – Jacob Gray, 970-778-9512, ja-
cob.gray@dmea.com 
Dist. 4 – Emily Sanchez, 970-209-4582, 
emily.sanchez@dmea.com  
Dist. 5 – Kevin Williams, 406-839-1603, 
kevin.williams@dmea.com 
Dist. 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071, 
damon.lockhart@dmea.com 
Dist. 7 – Enno Heuscher, 970-270-

6523,  enno.heuscher@dmea.com 
Dist. 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 
920-207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com 
Dist. 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-
275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com 

mailto:hollymontroserealtor@gmail.com
mailto:steve.metheny@dmea.com
mailto:jacob.gray@dmea.com
mailto:jacob.gray@dmea.com
mailto:emily.sanchez@dmea.com
mailto:kevin.williams@dmea.com
mailto:damon.lockhart@dmea.com
mailto:enno.heuscher@dmea.com
mailto:stacia.cannon@dmea.com
mailto:jock.fleming@dmea.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

NON-CITIZENS MUST BEWARE OF REGISTERING TO VOTE AND VOTING!! 

Editor: 
This is direct information from the Colora-
do Secretary of state’s website found at 
sos.state.co.us 
 “We should be unfaithful to ourselves if 
we should ever lose sight of the danger to 
our liberties. if anything, partial or extra-
neous should infect the purity of our free, 
fair, virtuous, and independent election.”-
John Adams 
 The Colorado Secretary of State’s website 
says that. “Colorado has noncitizens regis-
tered to vote and taking part in state elec-
tions.” Admitting the very fact that Colora-
do elections are no longer pure but, in-
deed are highly infected. Let that sink in 
for a minute! 
 Under the sub-section on their website, 
titled, “Noncitizens on Colorado’s voting 
roles: problems and solution’s dated Au-
gust 16,2012, they admit” Colorado identi-
fied 3,903 registered voters whose citizen-
ship status was in question. I wonder how 
many registered voters’ citizenship status 
is in question today? With Democrats 
open border policies and mass voter regis-
tration implemented it has to be substan-

tially higher; one would intelligently sur-
mise.  
 On the website I listed above it says.  
“Colorado’s failure to take reasonable 
steps to protect voter rolls hurts legal al-
iens in the state.” I would have to say it 
also hurts citizens and can drastically hurt 
noncitizens. But they never mention those 
two groups of people. 
 The Secretary of State’s website also 
states that “Evidence shows that many 
noncitizens do not intend to break the 
law, but instead register to vote because 
they do not understand what they are 
doing. But, isn’t that kind of demeaning to 
the intelligence of foreigners and abso-
lutely a lame excuse for breaking laws? 
Absolutely!! Plus, everyone knows that 
excuse would never hold up in a court of 
law.  
 The text goes on to say.” They mistakenly 
believe they may vote or they do not real-
ize they are registered. However, as stated 
by the Secretary of State.” Even those who 
unintentionally violate the law face REAL 
consequences.” “These include felony 
charges and the possibility of deportation, 

which affects a non-citizen’s ability to ap-
ply for naturalization, pursue educational 
opportunities, or legally work.” And 
“Those who willfully violate the law face 
SEVERE penalties.  “Falsely identifying 
oneself as a citizen on a government form 
is a felony that could include the penalty 
of deportation. And “submitting false in-
formation to an election division carries a 
federal penalty of up to 5 YEARS in PRIS-
ON.”  
 Colorado law states that any person par-
ticipating in an election where he or she is 
ineligible to vote is guilty of a class 6 felo-
ny. Therefore, noncitizens you MUST BE-
WARE of registering and voting!! 
 As for the legal residents of Montrose 
County, it’s obvious that Colorado voter 
rolls are infected and our vote is not being 
protected. Therefore, it’s incumbent upon 
us to start reporting ALL suspicious, unlaw-
ful voting activity in order to keep our 
elections fair, free, and pure. 
 May God bless America and may God 
bless all those who are willing to fight to 
keep it!! 
Kelly Ray, Montrose 

file:///C:/Users/montr/Downloads/sos.state.co.us
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

TIME TO UNIONIZE MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 
Editor: 
It is long past time the leadership (what 
little there is of it) in Montrose County be 
moved aside.  
 The Montrose County Commissioners fail 
to recognize and remedy the need to treat 
the men and women of the MCSO with 
dignity and respect especially regarding 
their pay and retirement package.  They 
seem to be treating the Deputies as inden-
tured servants.   
 PSST funds in the millions (which were 
voted by the electorate to improve pay, 
retirement and equipment) have been 
taken from the PSST and transferred into 
General Fund expenditures without au-
thorization.  There has been no movement 
on the FPPA retirement plan as requested 
and needed by the force. Retention of 
sworn officers in the toilet!  
 Citizens in support of the Montrose Coun-
ty Sheriff Department know that the rank 
and file at the MCSO have been misrepre-

sented, sold out and ignored for the last 
20 years. 
 Citizens, Sheriff’s deputies and the admin-
istration know that there is no positive 
representation of them at the County lev-
el.  The rank and file are well aware of 
what the county has done with their PSST 
funds and want to know what is to be 
done to improve their lot by correcting 
this misappropriation.  They see that it is 
more important to our elected officials 
and the county administration to play 
footsie with the BOCC than it is to fix the 
problem, or even attempt to do so.  
 They know that the anticipated county 
tax revenue has climbed by astronomical 
levels this year. They also know that they 
have no representation in front of a BOCC 
that is bent on taking the PSST money that 
was voted for them.  In other words they 
need ‘someone’ who will speak for them 
without needing to ‘kiss up’ or ‘play foot-
sie” with the commissioners. 

 IT IS TIME, LONG PAST TIME, TO UNION-
IZE THE MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE. 
This is necessary because from my obser-
vation of the last 20 years of the BOCC/
Sheriff Department relations, the BOCC 
will never, of their own volition, do what is 
right for the Sheriff’s Officers of their 
county. 
 The City of Montrose has used their PSST 
properly.  It is shameful that the BOCC 
cannot operate on the same high level of 
equity and fair play for these MOST im-
portant employees and their families, the 
Sheriff’s deputies. 
 The employees have the last word and 
are leaving regularly with no replace-
ments.  With union representation they 
will be heard.  My last word is that I want 
a strong well manned (and womaned) 
sheriff’s department.   
Enough is enough. 
Bill Bennett, Montrose, CO  

IT SEEMS LIKE THE FIX WILL BE IN ONCE AGAIN 
Editor: 
On July 17 the BOCC met in regular session and appointed Emily Sanchez interim county manager. At that meeting they noted their 
intention to conduct an “internal” county wide search for a new county manager that would last seven days until July 25. On July 
26, I contacted the county with a request to provide me with the names of applicants applying for the position of County Manager, 
A simple question requiring a simple answer though not so simple when delving into Montrose County interworking and the peo-
ples business. 
 By mid-afternoon and not having had a prompt response I phoned in a follow-up to my question and was  told my request had to 
go through the legal department.  Just before 5PM I received  an email and as usual, just like cracking a “JACK IN THE BOX,”  a legal 
justification popped up stating that that information was not available because of a Colorado statute.  Frustrated, my follow-up 
question was even simpler – how many applications were received for that position at the close out of application date and time on 
July25th?  Even that simple question failed to get a simple number reply. So much for the highly touted TRANSPARENCY in Mont-
rose County government! 
According to the information I received in the video CC has decided to broaden a search for a county manager, no specifications on 
how broad, with a decision being made on September 4 at the BOCC’s meeting.  Absent full transparency on the search with public 
input before a final decision, it certainly seems like the fix will be in once again. 
Dee Laird, Montrose 

http://www.shaffer.land/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

3-DAY CHIP SEAL OPERATIONS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN JULY 30 ON US 285 

Special to the Mirror 
SAGUACHE COUNTY — Beginning Tues-
day, July 30, the Colorado Department of 
Transportation will perform surface treat-
ment on a seven mile segment of US High-
way 285 (Mile Points 94 to 101).  
 Motorists traveling between Saguache 
and the junction of Colorado Highway 17 
should plan for additional travel time 
through Thursday evening. Motorists will 
encounter full stops, up to 30 minute de-

lays and will be guided by a pilot car 
through the work zone. CDOT reminds 
motorists that following posted speeds is 
necessary to avoid vehicle damage in the 
chip seal work zone. Additionally, traffic 
entering the highway from driveways or 
intersections must wait for a flagger.  
 All work is weather dependent. Motorists 
are encouraged to check the most current 
traffic impacts on COtrip.org.  
Daytime work hours range from 6 a.m. to 

6 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday.   
-Motorists should plan for 20 to 30 minute 
delays and should allow for extra travel 
time  
-Expect one-lane alternating traffic guided 
by flagging personnel and pilot cars 
-Motorists entering the highway from a 
driveway or intersection must wait for a 
pilot car   
-A speed reduction of 40 mph will be en-

forced through the work zone  

https://ourtownmatters.net/
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=2bea038325&e=ec45389201
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

MESA COUNTY WOMEN'S NETWORK ANNOUNCES SUMMER EVENING MIXER 
Special to the Mirror 
MESA COUNTY— The Mesa County Wom-
en's Network is delighted to announce its 
upcoming summer evening mixer, sched-
uled for July 31st from 5:30 PM to 7:30 
PM at Highlands Distillery located at 782 
24 Road in Grand Junction, CO. 
 The event will feature appetizers for 
MCWN members and visitors, while bev-

erages will be available for purchase, al-
lowing attendees to enjoy a selection of 
fine drinks offered by Highlands Distillery. 
 About Mesa County Women's Network: 
Mesa County Women's Network is a dy-
namic organization dedicated to empow-
ering women in Mesa County through 
networking, professional development, 
and community engagement. 

 Event Details:  
 Date: July 31, 2024 Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 
PM  
 Location: Highlands Distillery, 782 24 
Road Grand Junction, CO  
 Admission: Free for MCWN members, 
though registration is required; Guests 
will need to purchase a $15 ticket at 
MCWN.US 

 

mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

DMEA CELEBRATES GROUNDBREAKING FOR GARNET MESA SOLAR  

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA – Tuesday, July 23, marked the 
much-anticipated groundbreaking for Gar-
net Mesa Solar, an 80-megawatt agrivolta-
ic solar facility located just a few miles 
southeast of Delta. DMEA, along with Allu-
vial Power and the Delta County Commis-
sioners, commemorated the occasion, 
highlighting the benefits of local afforda-
ble energy production. 
 “Our goal is to provide safe, reliable, and 
affordable power, in that order. And Gar-
net Mesa Solar enhances all of them. It is 
our hope to bring forth other such initia-
tives in the future,” stated DMEA CEO, 
Jack Johnston during his welcome re-
marks. 
 Construction of the Garnet Mesa Solar 
array is expected to be complete by the 
summer of 2025. Once operational, it will 

produce approximately 200,000 megawatt 
hours of electricity annually: enough ener-
gy to power roughly 18,000 average 
homes. DMEA will receive a portion of the 
energy produced by the plant, helping the 
co-op achieve an energy mix comprised of 
20% local power.  
 As one of the largest agrivoltaics facilities 
in Colorado, Garnet Mesa Solar will simul-
taneously support local agriculture and 
energy production. The array will provide 
more than 200 irrigated acres of grazing 
land, with plentiful shade provided by the 
solar panels and another 500 trees. Sperry 
Livestock Corporation of Delta County will 
also graze up to 600 sheep on the array 
grounds. 
 During remarks, DMEA CEO Jack Johnston 
noted that the co-op’s efforts to generate 
local energy began in earnest in 2010 with 

the development of five hydroelectric fa-
cilities. Shortly thereafter, in 2011, DMEA 
installed two community solar gardens, 
which provide energy directly to its mem-
bers. Most recently, in 2020, DMEA estab-
lished a power supply partnership with 
Guzman Energy, bringing new flexibility 
and opportunities for greater local energy 
development. 
 Johnston also recognized the many part-
ner organizations that worked together to 
bring Garnet Mesa Solar to fruition, in-
cluding the Delta County Commissioners 
and staff members, Guzman Energy, and 
the new long-term owner and operator of 
Garnet Mesa Solar, Alluvial Power. Alluvial 
has been working closely with Guzman 
Energy and DMEA and assumed ownership 
of the project in June 2024.  
 “We are excited to invest in Delta County 
and have a long-term presence here […] 
We are really excited to bring reliable, low
-cost, long-term energy solutions to DMEA 
and Guzman,” remarked Brian McCurdy, 
Alluvial Power Principal. Delta County 
Commissioner Don Suppes also addressed 
the crowd, acknowledging the challenges 
and hard work involved in establishing a 
successful solar facility that benefits local 
citizens.  “Delta County is excited for this 
project. We’re excited to partner with 
Alluvial. We’re excited to have this in our 
backyard. You know, the whole eat local 
thing spread pretty hard through this val-
ley a number of years ago, and there are a 
lot of people who live by that. There’s no 
reason we can’t produce electricity local 
too […] It’s exciting that we can produce 
that amount of power right here in Delta 
County,” said Suppes. 
 Additional information about Garnet Me-
sa Solar is available at garnet-
mesasolar.com. 

Tuesday, July 23, marked the much-anticipated groundbreaking for Garnet Mesa 
Solar. DMEA Courtesy photo. 

http://garnetmesasolar.com
http://garnetmesasolar.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
Democrats are total frauds. “No one is 
above the law,” but after the riots in DC 
last week the people who were arrested 
for vandalizing public buildings and monu-
ments, burning the US flag, and assaulting 
police officers had their charges dropped. 
Assault a police officer while wearing a 
Palestinian flag and you get released with 
a request to stay away from Union Sta-
tion. Walk into the Capitol on January 
6th and the FBI will relentlessly hunt you 
down and throw you in “pretrial deten-
tion”.  
 A key Democrat talking point is that they 
seek to “save democracy,” but when they 
were caught in their years-long lies about 
Biden's mental deterioration, his corrup-
tion, and his “accomplishments,” they 
simply decided election results from their 
primary would be discarded – disenfran-
chising 14.4 million voters because their 
choice was no longer in agreement with 
the party elite. They nullified their own 
election. The new “annointed one” is Ka-
mala Harris, who found herself on the 
presidential ballot without having to se-
cure a single primary vote. (When she 
actually entered the presidential primary 
in 2020, she was so unpopular her cam-
paign fizzled before the convention).  
 Now the Democrat fraud machine has to 
come up with more lies to re-invent Kama-
la – just as they attempted to do with 
Biden. It's actually unimportant whether 
Biden chose Kamala as his running mate 
because she is a black woman, but the 
fraudsters are now even denying that. 
(Ignore the fact that Biden decided on, or 
was pressured into, picking a black woman 
as his running mate. He promised to do it. 
He bragged about doing it). It's also not 
important how people perceive her intel-
lectually. (Trump hater and columnist 

George Will described her cringeworthy 
word salads as reminiscent of a student 
trying to offer a book report on a book she 
hadn't read). Of importance are her rec-
ord and her stated positions, which will be 
much harder for the fraud machine to 
convincingly lie about. 
 Suddenly, Kamala is a “pragmatic moder-
ate,” and is “the middle-of-the-road mod-
erate wing of the Democrat party”?? Her 
record and stated positions prove other-
wise: She praised the persecution of pro-
life pregnancy centers. She is on record 
supporting the bill that would have per-
mitted late-term abortions. As California's 
AG, Harris targeted a pro-life journalist 
who exposed Planned Parenthood for 
trafficking the body parts of aborted ba-
bies – tried to throw him in jail. As sena-
tor, she voted against protections for ba-
bies born alive after botched abortions. 
She is openly anti-Catholic, including 
smearing a court nominee for his affilia-
tion with the “extreme” Knights of Colum-
bus. Her voting record caused her to be 
rated “the most liberal senator.”  
 In fact, her record in the Senate was to 
the left of Bernie Sanders. She is on the 
record in favor of defunding police and 
empowering criminals.  
 She supported the bailing out of 2020 
rioters after their months-long, $2 billion 
siege of American cities. She is a gun-
grabber. She compared border security to 
the KKK and knowingly spread the border 
patrol whipping lie. She wants to strip 
Americans of their private health insur-
ance. She wants to raise taxes.  
 Also, Harris suddenly isn't really the 
“Border Czar” responsible for the open 
border catastrophe or any of Biden's other 
“accomplishments”?? In fact, she owns a 
big chunk of American's inflation pain and 
had a hand in the other Biden-Harris 

messes, including foreign policy. But 
Biden's most egregious disaster has been 
the border invasion, in which Kamala fully 
participated. Years of deflections, lies, and 
excuses led to ten million illegal crossings 
under Harris' watch, including many vio-
lent criminals, gang members, cartel 
members, and terrorists. Kamala did ex-
actly what was expected of her on the 
border, which was to shirk her duties and 
do nothing. Her only action was to note 
that one of the “root causes” of the bor-
der problem was “lack of climate resili-
ence,” or something. 
  I'm not sure how the propaganda ma-
chine will spin the fact Kamals had a front-
row seat to Biden's physical and mental 
deterioration and actively participated in 
the coverup. She routinely issued state-
ments attesting to Joe's fitness for the job. 
The challenge to show Biden fit for the job 
pales in comparison to the job of covering 
up for Kamala being wildly unpopular, or 
picturing Kamala as remotely fit for even 
her present job. One of her accomplish-
ments is receiving the worst VP rating in 
the history of polling. She is even disliked 
by her own staff – a whopping 92% have 
left in the last three years, with accusa-
tions of a toxic work environment. Re-
member, though, that the Democrat fraud 
machine painted Biden as a moderate, 
agent of normalcy, but, once elected, the 
people controlling him raced leftward. 
Biden governed more like Harris cam-
paigned before her bid came to a prema-
ture and inglorious end.  
 The fraud machine will have more difficul-
ty framing Kamala as anything close to 
“normalcy”, but if they were to succeed, 
they will have what they want --- another 
puppet totally under their control. Democ-
racy saved. 
Ed Henrie, Montrose 

DISLIKED BY HER OWN STAFF. HARRIS HAD WORST VP RATING IN HISTORY OF POLLING 
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Editor: 
I woke up one morning this week to a dark 
sky, thinking “Wow, it's cloudy, maybe 
we'll get some rain!” … but it wasn't 
clouds I was seeing, it was the wafting 
remains of Canadian forests and towns, 
about 1000 miles away, blotting out the 
Sun. I couldn't see the mountains in any 
direction, and I couldn't even see the far 
side of Montrose from the top of Sunset 
Mesa on my morning ride. The smoke 
filled skies have been getting worse over 
the past decade. For a few years before 
that, it was haze, and before that, there 
were blue skies most of the summer.  I 
recall a time when forest fires occurred 
regularly in Colorado, but didn't dominate 
the news from early spring through late 
fall.   
 Welcome to Climate Change.  I-70, the 
main transportation corridor for the cen-
ter of the USA, was closed a few years ago, 
caused by catastrophic forest fires on the 
mesas above Glenwood Canyon which 
obliterated the forests for hundreds of 
square miles.  With no more trees, the soil 
turns to mud when it rains.  A subsequent 
rain brought catastrophic avalanches of 
mud and rocks that closed off portions of I
-70 for weeks.   This phenomenon is now 
common in our state.  Take a look at for-
ests throughout Colorado, and how beetle 
kill is devastating them through a longer 
pest season, exacerbated by increasing 
heat and drought.  I could give many more 
examples of how the damaging effects of 
Climate Change are staring us in the face, 
both here and around the world.   Bottom 
line? What scientists have been telling us 
for decades, and what Exxon and the Koch 
Brothers have been spending hundreds of 
millions of dollars denying, is that the de-
structive effects of increasing carbon in 
the atmosphere will lead to a cascading 
series of natural disasters that could bring 

civilization as we know it to an end. This 
will happen from mass migration due to 
rising seas, ever bigger storms swamping 
coastal cities, and places already hot and 
dry (Phoenix, Las Vegas, etc.) becoming 
unlivable.We must keep pressure up on 
our leaders to do something about this 
threat to our children's future.   
 Many Republican “leaders” ask: “What 
Climate Change?” ... it's a “natural cycle” 
that we can do nothing about … and/or, 
“It's a Chinese hoax!”.  But … some 95% of 
scientists disagree, knowing that climate 
change is caused by burning fossil fuels 
(the other 5% are mainly employed by the 
fossil fuel industry).   The Republican solu-
tion: open up public lands to more drilling, 
and eliminate requirements for more fuel 
efficiency. Short term profit over long term 
health; leaving the next generation to pay 
the price.  Get rid of all environmental 
regulations, and let industry deal with it.   
 But, of course, if we drill for more oil, gas, 
and coal, we will have to crank up our air 
conditioners to deal with the increased 
heat …  and this would just create a doom 
loop; causing us to burn more fuel, adding 
even more greenhouse gases, which 
caused the problem in the first place. The 
disaster rate will accelerate under that 
scenario.   But there is another way: 
 The Chinese are presently eating our 
lunch in the renewable energy sector, just 
as the Japanese did in the automotive 
sector in the 70's.  Having gone through a 
hellish amount of air and water pollution 
up until a decade ago (remember those 
pictures from Chinese cities?), the Chinese 
embraced clean energy and electric vehi-
cle adoption. Now they lead the world in 
these lucrative markets, and are leaving us 
in the dust as we bicker across a political 
divide that is killing our country.   The skies 
across China are now noticably clearer as 
they move away from coal power and gas-

oline and diesel powered vehicles.  As a 
result of increased manufacturing, solar 
and other renewable energy sources are 
rising in efficiency and rapidly dropping in 
price.  Jobs in renewables are rising rapid-
ly, even as fossil fuel jobs are stable or 
falling. Although solar presently supplies 
only 4%  of electricity in the U.S., this rate 
is rising rapidly, and prices are falling even 
faster.  Presently, China has 3 times the 
solar capacity of the U.S., but Biden's IRA 
is increasing competition, and is bringing 
back solar and EV manufacturing plants to 
the U.S.  We must double down on this 
type of investment to fight back against 
Chinese dominance. 
 You may want to keep these thoughts in 
mind as you consider how to spend your 
precious vote this coming November.  Do 
you want to move our country forward, 
provide your children with a livable planet, 
and support fast growing careers in re-
newable energy and clean technologies; 
or do you want them to inherit a hot, pol-
luted hellscape, propping up jobs in the 
fossil fuel industry, which will shrink ap-
preciably in the next couple of decades?  
 To “drill now, drill everywhere”; ruining, 
and then selling off our public lands to the 
highest bidder, returning chaos to govern-
ment, and continuing the bitter political 
battles that hobble our ability to accom-
plish anything: vote “R”.    But to reclaim 
the world leadership in the vibrant and 
growing renewable energy market, which 
is increasingly being embraced by the rest 
of the world, while at the same time re-
turning sanity to politics, treating, and be 
treated by, our allies with respect, stand-
ing up for the rule of law and our justice 
system, removing bullies and lunatics from 
our political landscape, and embracing a 
healthy, prosperous future for coming 
generations: vote “D” !   
David Congour, Montrose 

U.S SHOULD INCREASE INVESTMENT IN RENEWABLES, FIGHT BACK AGAINST CHINESE DOMINANCE 
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Special to the Mirror 
DELTA—The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests 
will host its annual Public Field Trips for 
the Spruce Beetle Epidemic and Aspen 
Decline Management Response 
(SBEADMR) project and the Taylor Park 
Vegetation Management Project (Taylor 
Park) Aug. 8 and Aug. 27. These field trips 
provide an opportunity for interested indi-
viduals to participate in discussions and 
engage with GMUG staff, adaptive man-
agement group members and science 
teams on topics including the implemen-
tation timeline, temporary roads, treat-
ment unit prescriptions and resource con-
cerns relevant to Taylor Park and 
SBEADMR.  
 All interested members of the public are 
invited to attend this year’s field trips. The 
SBEADMR field trip scheduled for Aug. 8. 
Attendees will tour the Lone Craver timber 
sale, an active operation, as well as the 
upcoming East Beaver timber sale, both 
located on the Norwood Ranger District. 
Participants need to bring a sack lunch, 
water and any necessities for a day out-
doors. Participants will be able to caravan/
carpool from the Montrose Public Lands 
Office or the Norwood Ranger District 
office leaving at 8 a.m. and returning by 
4:30 p.m. Please RSVP by Aug. 1 to Carlyn 
Perovich: carlyn.perovich@usda.gov. For 
questions, please contact David Casey, 
acting GMUG Timber Program Manager at 
david.casey2@usda.gov.  
 The Taylor Park field trip, co-hosted with 
Western Colorado University, will be held 
Aug. 27. The tour will visit different spots 
in Taylor Canyon, including Lottis Creek. 
Participants need to bring a sack lunch, 
water and any necessities for a day out-
doors. Vans will leave Western’s Universi-
ty Center parking lot at 9 a.m. and return 
at 3 p.m. Contact Courtney King, the coor-
dinator of Taylor Park Adaptive Manage-
ment Group, at court-
ney.king@western.edu for questions and 
to RSVP by Aug.12. Both field trips will 
involve hiking on moderate terrain. Taylor 
Park vegetation management project in-
formation can be found at: https://
www.centerforpubliclands.org/cpl/taylor-

park.  SBEADMR vegetation management 
project information can be found at: 
https://cfri.colostate.edu/projects/
sbeadmr/. For information and updates on 
current fire restrictions, conditions, and 

recreation opportunities on the Grand 
Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison 
(GMUG) National Forests, visit the forest 
website. Connect with us on social media 
(X (Twitter) and Facebook). 

GMUG TO HOST PUBLIC SBEADMR AND TAYLOR PARK FIELD TRIPS 
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and lifestyles, including owners of local 
businesses, community volunteers, former 
professional women who, now retired, are 
ready to do service for the community and 
beyond.  Altrusa of Montrose is com-
mitted to a better community through 
hands-on volunteer service. The club has 
flexible opportunities for service, and 
leaders say the club appreciates the value 
of members’ time.  
 The club welcomes women and men from 
diverse backgrounds and experiences who 
share common goals and provides many 
opportunities for leadership development 
through service. Montrose’s on-going pro-
jects include supporting community mem-
bers and veterans, and the club has sup-
ported the needy in underserved villages 
around the world, including in Nepal and 
Mexico. In a Nepalese village the local 
club most recently provided funds, along 
with Western Colorado Friends of the 
Himalayas, for supplies to help rebuild the 
village school after a devastating earth-
quake. 
 The Montrose community is very aware 
and supportive of Altrusa’s annual Spring 
Luncheon/Fashion Show fundraiser, which 
helps raise money for various philanthrop-
ic projects. This year the luncheon raised 
money to fund literacy and other commu-
nity projects. 
One of the club’s earliest community pro-
jects was helping the City of Montrose 
establish Altrusa Park, which runs along-
side Hillcrest Drive between Niagara and 
Sunnyside roads. The park, according to a 
City of Montrose spokesman, was in-
stalled in 1986. Part of the park includes a 
community garden which Altrusa mem-
bers have maintained by weeding and 
watering the flowers and plants; recently 
the city repaired the park watering system 
to include the garden, said a Montrose 
Park and Recreation Department spokes-
man.  
 In Montrose, the club has recently under-
taken a project helping outfit the kitchens 
of the newly constructed Village on San 
Juan. The small development going up on 
San Juan Blvd. in Montrose will provide 

new housing for homeless (or threatened 
homeless) seniors and teens who have 
aged out of the foster care system.  
 Charter member Dena Brooks is especial-
ly proud of the way Altrusa International 
of Montrose has supported poor villages 
in Mexico.  “We raised money for an ex-
pensive ‘concrete form’ for water purifica-
tion, and a member and her husband 
drove the form down to a village where 
the town used it to make concrete and 
pebble water filters, so individual homes 
could have clean running water,” Brooks 
said. ”It was a lot of money, and then the 
town moved the form on to other villages, 
so they could have clean water also.”  
Brooks is one of two charter members still 
active in the Montrose club, which was 
chartered in 1975. She and Margaret 
Goodhue helped start the local club, with 
Brooks as the first president. Brooks and 
senior club members, Roberta Hoey (23 
years) and Dorothy Causey (35 years) re-
cently sat down with this Mirror reporter 
to discuss Altrusa of Montrose’s outstand-
ing current and past projects. “In the be-
ginning,” said Causey, “there wasn’t social 
media, so club members went door to 
door on Main Street recruiting new mem-
bers for the club. To join the international 

organization, it meant we needed at least 
20 members to start the club, and we 
started with 37 members.” 
 At the June 2024 Montrose Altrusa 
meeting celebrating the milestone, Brooks 
shared stories about one of their early 
service projects, “Lifeline.” The club pur-
chased emergency alarms for local seniors 
in need of assistance.  In the beginning 
Altrusa members had to go to local sen-
iors’ houses and physically help install the 
equipment; this often meant having to 
crawl under houses to get to power lines. 
“Can you imagine?” Brooks said. It was 
one of the club’s early projects. Brooks 
says, “It finally got to be too much for the 
club to handle -- almost like a business 
and not in our charter -- so the project 
was turned over to the Montrose Hospital.  
Altrusa of Montrose also hosted commu-
nity wine and cheese nights at some local 
motels as fundraisers. The club still holds 
member social events, as well as member-
ship recruitments. For more information 
on the local club, you can go to their web-
site at AltrusaMontrose.org or for more 
information you may call 970-765-7666 or 
email Altrusa.Montrose@gmail.com. 
(See Part II in the next issue of the Mont-
rose Mirror.) 

ALTRUSA CLUB CELEBRATES 49 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO MONTROSE & THE WORLD From pg 1 

Altrusa members celebrating at the 49th Birthday party include from left, Irene Means, Dena 
Brooks, Carol Watson, Roberta Hoey, Joyce Loss, Dorothy Causey, Beth Meek, Carole Ann 
McKelvey, Linda Riba, McKenna Reiher (with her new baby boy), Elaine Hale-Jones, Taz 
Turner, Jennifer Thompson and club president Karen Little. (courtesy photo). 

mailto:Altrusa.Montrose@gmail.com
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SO, THE VOTING MACHINE CONSPIRACY THEORY IS FINALLY LAID TO REST, I HOPE  

Editor: 
With the recount of the HD58 primary. 
Suckla up by three votes before the re-
count and up by three votes after the re-
count. This should end the red herring 
conspiracy theory about the voting ma-
chines switching votes. Each candidate 
gained one vote due to a difference of two 
cured ballots. For the past four years the 
voters have been inundated with wild 
conspiracy theories about voting ma-
chines switching votes. No one has ever 
proved this but plenty of people have ru-
ined their reputations, ruined themselves 
financially (Mike Lindell) and Tina Peters 
will most likely go to jail. All because they 
tried but could not prove this false con-
spiracy theory.  
 During the 2020 election some crooked 
things did happen but none of them had 
anything to do with the voting machines. 
During the 2020 election the democrats 
engaged in ballot harvesting. Five states 

changed their voting process without go-
ing through their legislature, as required 
by law. The FBI engaged in an illegal inves-
tigation of Trump. All started by a false 
FISA report that was initiated by Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama. And the pan-
demic assisted in keeping people from 
campaigning the way they normally would 
have. 
 I will tell you why I do not buy in to most 
conspiracy theories. A conspiracy is a 
group of people that get together to do 
something nefarious. The problem with 
getting a group of people together to do 
something illegal is that someone will talk. 
And the bigger the group the more apt it 
is to be exposed. People are lousy at keep-
ing secrets. This is why most conspiracies 
are exposed before the crime ever hap-
pens. And with hundreds of thousands 
maybe, even millions of voting machines 
in use here in the USA that is that many 
opportunities for the corruption to be 

exposed. 
 The 2020 stolen election took place in 
plain sight, because the average voter is 
not very well informed and does not know 
when to ask questions or to point some-
thing out that our government is doing 
that should be scrutinized a little more 
thoroughly. Five states changing their 
voting process in the middle of a hotly 
contested presidential election. And that 
was a bad idea. Colorado changed to the 
mail in ballots in 2013, an off-election 
year. This gave them plenty of time to 
work the bugs out of it. The next election 
cycle was a mid-term election. And then 
the 2016 presidential election. By that 
time Colorado had mail in voting figured 
out. I was on the canvasing board for two 
years 2019 and 2020. I tested the ma-
chines and I know how they work. That is 
why I know the voting machine conspiracy 
is a baseless accusation. 
Ray Langston, Montrose                                                                                                       

https://www.amazon.com.mx/Where-Wallflowers-Grow-Coming-Age/dp/B0CP1KM7QW


OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY 

Continued next pg 

The Montrose Mirror   July 29, 2024 Page 41  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT – MORE OUT OF TOUCH THAN EVER 
Spend, Spend & Spend Some More – Decisions are Lacking a Reality Check 

By David White 
This past week brought to light some in-
teresting decision-making outcomes on 
the part of local government elected offi-
cials and some of their underlings in the 
bureaucracies of the City and County. 
Let’s start with Montrose County. The 
current County Manager, Jon 
Waschbusch, is leaving Montrose County 
within the next week. Advertising for his 
replacement began last week. Mr. 
Waschbusch has been receiving a salary of 
$190,000 plus a very nice benefit package. 
He began his tenure as County Manager in 
July of 2021 with a salary of $157,000 and 
was given an 18% raise between 2021 and 
2023. The job posting by the County 
states that the salary range for a new 
manager will be between $160,000 and 
$187,000 (County Manager | Career Op-
portunities (ultipro.com)). Requirements 
for the job were modified by the County 
Commissioners, lowering the qualifica-
tions necessary to apply for the position. 
What is interesting is that the average 
County Manager in Colorado earns ap-
proximately $146,000 (see Salary: County 
Manager in Colorado, US 2024 | 
Glassdoor) per year yet Montrose County 
(with a population of 44,000 people) is 
paying substantially more. The usual rea-

sons are given such as the need to com-
pare government salaries with similar 
government jobs, market adjustments for 
our part of the state vs. a more urbanized 
area, etc. Regardless of the arguments, 
the taxpayers are once again taking a back 
seat to these decisions by elected officials 
that are out of touch with reality. 
And the City of Montrose isn’t any better. 
City Manager Bell is currently being paid 
$210,000 per year plus very generous 
benefits while the average City Manager 
in Colorado is earning between 
$107,562 and $132,573 (City Manager 
Salary in Colorado | Salary.com). The City 
of Montrose population is approximately 
22,000. How can such salaries be justi-
fied? The public needs to ask their elected 
officials this question! 
Putting the above numbers in perspective, 
the average salary of a United States gov-
ernor is $150,000 in 2024! The highest 
paid governor is in New York - $250,000 
with the lowest paid in Maine - $70,000. 
The Governor of Colorado is only paid 
$90,000 per year. (Governor Salary by 
State 2024 (worldpopulationreview.com)) 
Something is way off here folks! 
Adding to the incremental increases in the 
cost of living in our community are two 
events that occurred last week that I’d like 

to share. The first involved our local City 
managed recycling program. We, as a 
family, missed one week of having our 
recycling picked up (out of two per 
month), leading to an overflowing recy-
cling container. To minimize the chances 
of having our recyclables dumped on the 
street, we bagged some of them in a plas-
tic trash bag (which is recyclable) and put 
the container on the street for pick up. 
Later in the day, we went to bring the 
recycle container in and found that it had 
not been emptied but rather the route 
driver of the truck picking up the contain-
ers stopped his truck, climbed out of it, 
tagged the container and drove off. The 

Photo courtesy David White. 

Photo courtesy David White. 

https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/MON1022MOTC/JobBoard/6c028da9-43e3-43fb-a842-c05ac9af4e47/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=bd8eb549-42e6-4533-ad02-1e63085949ad
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The stated reason was that you can’t bag 
your recyclable waste, even in a recycla-
ble bag! The time and money wasted in 
trying to “teach us a lesson” is the brain-
child of the Recycle Superintendent, Abel 
Velarde, a city employee (bureaucrat). All 
I can say is “what the heck?” You have my 
address, phone number and email ad-
dress available to you. A simple text mes-
sage or email would suffice as opposed to 
the waste of time and expense of slowing 
your route driver down. A call to Mr. Ve-
larde didn’t do any good. He was cordial 
but stood by his logic. This is one reason 
why there are folks out there that don’t 
bother recycling any more. 
The second event involved a call to Dan 
Payne, Parks Superintendent with the City 
regarding the large blue spruce tree that 
is located next to the City of Montrose 
gateway sign on the north side of town on 
Highway 50 as you come into Montrose. 
The spruce has grown so large that it is 
covering up a third of the sign (see pho-
to).  I was told that the City is aware of 
the issue but that because the tree is so 
healthy, they don’t want to trim it back. 
Instead, they are planning to remove the 
stone sign and replace it with a new mon-
ument style sign once they can budget for 
it. Personally, I like the sign as it is and 

think it would be much cheaper to give 
the tree a haircut rather than spending a 
hundred grand or more to tear down and 
build a new sign. But what the heck, it’s 
only your money, right? 
Lastly, I’d like to address the issue of the 
homeless as well as a number of panhan-
dlers that have taken to various street 
corners. This past weekend I witnessed a 
larger number of individuals walking our 
City streets with bedrolls and backpacks. 
Some had bicycles. Some had shopping 
carts with their things in them. Some 
were dumpster diving (the dumpster at 
the new Velocity car wash on N. 9th and 
Townsend is particularly attractive for 
some reason). There is even, by all ap-
pearances, a homeless encampment con-
sisting of three (3) old travel trailers 
parked at the end of Ogden Road past 
Home Depot down near the Uncom-
pahgre River (see photo). There are more 
of course with this one being more visible 
due to its location. 
I’d like to know what the City is doing to 
address this issue. Non-profit organiza-
tions are doing their best to assist. Sum-
mer is often when our area attracts a larg-
er number of folks struggling to make it in 
this world. No one likes to see sights like 
this in their community. The effect on a 

community is broad. Mental health issues 
abound. Drug or other dependencies add 
to the issue. Sanitation and public health 
are of concern. Perhaps an up-to-date 
report from the City and law enforcement 
would be helpful in allowing the public to 
have some insight into the size of the situ-
ation we’re dealing with this summer. 
Have a great week Montrose! Get in-
volved and know what is happening in 
your community. 
Mr. White is an active citizen & community 
leader as well as a business owner, entrepre-
neur, former Montrose City Councilmember 
and Mayor as well as a two term County Com-
missioner and has served on many boards and 
commissions during his career. He & his wife 
are the parents of six children and have 10 
grandchildren & one great grandchild. 

Photo courtesy David White. 
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MCSO HAS LOST AN ALARMING NUMBER OF DEPUTIES TO OTHER COMMUNITIES  

Editor: 
During county budget discussions last fall, 
Sheriff Lillard made our County Manager 
and the BOCC aware of the troubling pub-
lic safety fact that he was experiencing 
unprecedented problems in recruitment 
and retention of qualified deputies. He 
requested an additional 4% salary adjust-
ment for 2024 as well as a move to the 
FPPA retirement program for retention of 
officers.  County Manager Waschbusch 
recommended denial of those requests 
despite the concerning facts and the 
BOCC, in what has turned out to be a mis-
taken decision. 
 Since then, our MCSO has lost an alarm-
ing number of deputies to other commu-
nities including the Montrose City Police 
department offering a higher salary scale 
as well as FPPA retirement, as of today, 
almost seven months later, our MCSO is 

experiencing a deficit of 36% of qualified 
deputies, putting our county and current 
deputies at an increasing safety risk. 
 At this time, just to be able to compete 
for qualified officers, Sheriff Lillard has 
estimated that he needs a budgetary infu-
sion of approximately $1.2 million.  This 
does not even address the major problem 
of retention and slowing the loss of offic-
ers to more competitive markets. 
 Instead of taking prompt corrective ac-
tion, the BOCC  have certainly been remiss 
in their duty to  assure the highest degree 
of public safety for Montrose County resi-
dents. Considering all of this and absent 
any immediate corrective action by the 
BOCC, my greatest fear is that citizens or 
deputies may be injured or killed due to 
the inability of our MCSO to respond to 
unforeseen threats in a timely and safe 
manner.  If, God forbid, that occurs, the 

responsibility will fall squarely at the feet 
of our commissioners who will not be able 
to explain their inaction. 
 Considering their callous disregard for our 
public safety, Citizens of Montrose County 
concerned about our collective public 
safety should encourage the commission-
ers to promptly provide the necessary 
funding for our Sheriff Department to in-
crease the Sheriff’s ability to compete and 
function at a higher level as well as mov-
ing ahead on the FPPA retirement pro-
gram.  
 Second guessing Sheriff Lillard’s request 
for this funding is not necessary and puts 
on full display for all to see the total in-
competence of this current board of coun-
ty commissioners that has aligned itself 
against any and all persons that disagree 
with them. 
Dee Laird, Montrose 

http://www.sucklafor58.com/
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To whom it may concern, 
Thomas Jefferson said “The government 
you elect is the government you de-
serve.“   
 With Biden we got worse than we de-
serve. 
 In fact, 100 percent of Washington and 
the media have known for two years that 
Biden was cognitively compromised, yet 
they let him (and his handlers) run the 
most powerful country in the world. An 
act of insurrection by the handlers. 
 Then it got worse. They let him run for a 
second term knowing that a second term 
would definitely destroy America.  
 Then it got even worse. They got caught 
by a simple debate and finally admitted to 
their lies and cover ups and got him boot-
ed out of the race for a second term, cre-
ating an angry vindictive lame duck presi-
dent. Now it gets even worse. They are 
letting an obviously defunct and angry 
president who has the nuclear code, and 
power of executive order, finish six 
months in the most dangerous job in hu-
man history. The current vile depraved 
corrupt politicians in Washington are lead-
ing us into a death trap. When I say Wash-
ington I refer to Democrats, Republicans, 
and Independents. I am not letting Colora-
do politicians off the hook, I am a Colora-
do voter. These unprincipled reprobates 
are going to take away our resolve and 
probably our guns and render us defense-
less against the evil in the world.  

 All common sense and true justice has 
already been buried in Washington. 
Watch the fake national tv news and you 
can't help but see how far off the tracks 
we are.  
 This nation was not built on confusion, or 
evil, or immorality, or hatred, or irrespon-
sibility, or corruption, or deep state, or 
weaponized bureaucracy . This country 
was built by honest compassionate peo-
ple. Yet, look where we are today. 
 If my predictions are correct there is only 
one thing that can save America, that 
would be God, but in 1962 the supreme 
court ruled that prayer in schools was 
unconstitutional, effectively removing God 
from schools.  
 A country that mocks God will not be 
given his protection. 
 Joe Biden mocks God and defies his own 
Catholic religion. 
 His handlers can deliver us to destruction. 
 A classic case of cutting off your nose to 
spite your face.  
 A destroyed society is easily dominated.  
 Stand for something or fall for anything, 
when good people do nothing, bad people 
do everything. 
 When the Communist Chinese or the 
Communist Russians or the Islamic ex-
tremists take control of our country mired 
in immorality and ignorant politics there 
will be such a holocaust as we have not 
seen since Hitler. 
 Try kneeling to disrespect their flag and 

see what happens. 
 You notice I said when, not if. 
 The clock is ticking. Most Christians be-
lieve we are in the final days of humanity 
and the chaos when America falls will be 
just the trigger.  
 But I’m talking about the clock to return 
America to common sense is running out. 
 Let's talk about common sense. 
 I wonder if the people of the United 
States are going to be able to regain com-
mon sense before the next election. 
 No matter how much you say it…a biolog-
ical man won't ever have a baby.  
 Common sense tells you that no matter 
how many times the fake news regurgi-
tates that the border is secure, it is a dam-
nable lie. 
 There is no such thing as Bigfoot or 
UFOs…if there was we would have both 
on display. Common sense folks. Those 
people have been lying to you since the 
1950s. 
 Think people, think. 
 Common sense tells me that Polis and the 
Democrats are going to take two things 
away from us very soon, guns and Tabor. 
 I remind you that this is an election year. 
So I ask American Citizen voters. 
What are you going to do about it? 
Don't vote for the party. Vote your heart. 
Use common sense. 
Demand character and integrity at EVERY 
level. 
Bob Stollsteimer, Montrose 

THE CLOCK IS TICKING; TIME TO RETURN AMERICA TO COMMON SENSE IS RUNNING OUT 
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PLAN FOR BRIEF DELAYS, SLOWER SPEEDS BETWEEN SAGUACHE AND VILLA GROVE 

Special to the Mirror 
SAGUACHE COUNTY —  Beginning Tuesday, July 30, the Colorado Department of Transportation will perform surface treatment on 
a seven mile segment of US Highway 285 (Mile Points 94 to 101). Motorists traveling between Saguache and the junction of Colora-
do Highway 17 should plan for additional travel time through Thursday evening. Motorists will encounter full stops, up to 30 mi-
nute delays and will be guided by a pilot car through the work zone.  
 CDOT reminds motorists that following posted speeds is necessary to avoid vehicle damage in the chip seal work zone. Additional-
ly, traffic entering the highway from driveways or intersections must wait for a flagger.  
 All work is weather dependent. Motorists are encouraged to check the most current traffic impacts on COtrip.org.  
Traffic Impacts  
Daytime work hours range from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday.   
Motorists should plan for 20 to 30-minute delays and should allow for extra travel time  
Expect one-lane alternating traffic guided by flagging personnel and pilot cars 
Motorists entering the highway from a driveway or intersection must wait for a pilot car   
A speed reduction of 40 mph will be enforced through the work zone 

 

http://www.the-res.com/
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=2bea038325&e=ec45389201
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With the parking lot packed with trailers and 
visitors and the Event Center welcoming 
crowds,  Friendship Hall also saw lively activity 
with booths, competitions, entertainers and 
the traditional fair favorite, cotton candy. 
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REGIONAL  NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-The annual Montrose Police Department National Night Out celebration is all about encouraging communities to get 
to know each other. Join us outside the Montrose Police Department, and in Centennial Plaza in downtown Montrose on Aug. 6, 
2024, 5 pm - 8pm. We'll have free food, a bouncy house, and kids activities. Many of our local partner agencies will be joining us, so 
there'll also be the opportunity to get to know our local public safety teams better and take a look at their vehicles.  

MONTROSE POLICE TO HOST NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AUG. 6 

DELTA POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES 4TH ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA— The Delta Police Department is thrilled to announce the 
fourth annual National Night Out on Tuesday, August 6th at Cle-
land Park. This event aims to strengthen the bonds between po-
lice and community members, fostering a safer and more connect-
ed Delta.  
National Night Out is a nationwide initiative designed to enhance 
police-community partnerships and provide an invaluable oppor-
tunity for neighbors to get to know each other. By building rela-
tionships and strengthening our community ties, we can create a 
safer and more vibrant Delta.  
"We believe that knowing your neighbors and fostering a sense of 
community is essential in building a safer environment for every-
one," said Mindy Brennan, Delta Police Department’s Community 
Policing Coordinator. "National Night Out is a chance for all of us 
to rediscover our Delta community, meet the officers who serve 
you, and learn how we can work together to prevent crime."  
Attendees will have the opportunity to meet officers and deputies 
with local agencies, take part in family-friendly activities, get an up
-close look at emergency vehicles, meet K9 Raico, and learn about 
a wide range of safety topics.  
We invite all residents to join us for this fun and informative 
event. Together, we can build a stronger, safer, and more con-
nected Delta.  
Event Details:  
• Date: August 6th  
• Time: 5pm – 8pm  
• Location: Cleland Park  
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Editor: 
I had the honor of attending the Club 20 
Summer Policy Meetings this week held in 
Nucla, Colorado. For those not familiar 
with Club 20, it is a non partisan coalition 
of individuals, businesses, tribes and local 
governments representing 22 western 
counties in Colorado. They have been the 
Voice of the Western Slope for 70 years. 
 The meeting was very informative, espe-
cially for someone like myself who will be 
representing Montrose County as the Dis-
trict 1 Commissioner in 2025. The topics 
for the meeting ranged from protecting 
our water, ranching, farming and the 
preservation of our Western Colorado 
lands.  
 Perhaps the most interesting speaker was 
John Whitney,  Senator Michael Bennet’s 
Regional Director for the Four Corners 
Region of Colorado. Director Whitney ad-
dressed the members regarding the status 
of the Proposed Designation of the 
Dolores River Canyon National Monument. 
He gave the impression that designation 
by way of the Antiquities Act was no long-
er the preferred path for “Protecting” this 
remote area of our state. Instead, he in-
formed members that an NCA (National 
Conservation Area) was the option his 
office would be pursuing. He had ex-
plained that his office had been in negotia-
tions with a newly formed, hand-picked 
“working group” consisting of county com-
missioners from Montrose and Mesa 
Counties along with other stakeholders. I 
say “Hand Picked” because the working 
group did not include two of the largest 
land owners whose ranches fell within the  

NCA’s proposed boundaries. (Larry Don 
Suckla, Suckla Ranch, Steven Redd, Redd 
Ranch). It also did not include Roger Rash, 
Montrose County Commissioner for Dis-
trict 3, who has been an outspoken oppo-
nent of the Monument and NCA. The 
working group also excluded Sean Pond, a 
4th generation resident of the Dolores 
River Valley who has spent the last six 
months researching the proposed Monu-
ment and informing people of this effort 
that began on the front range long before 
Western Colorado residents knew about 
it. 
 One would think that a legitimate working 
group that would include stakeholders and 
lawmakers in the area would have includ-
ed at least these four representatives in 
any negotiations. Sadly that was not the 
case. 
 What was truly remarkable about Mr. 
Whitney’s presentation was that he 
thought the NCA could be finalized by Oc-
tober of 2024. When time came for Direc-
tor Whitney to take questions, I raised my 
hand, introduced myself, and asked him 
the following question. “Since 15 years of 
negotiations between stakeholders in four 
counties for a proposed NCA failed what 
makes you think you can put this together 
in three months? And what is the hurry?” 
He admitted it was an aggressive goal but 
he thought he could do it by using prior 
negotiations to speed things along. I don’t 
think anyone in the room believed that 
but he seems determined to try with this 
working group. 
 It is important to note that Club 20, “The 
Voice of the Western Slope”, strongly op-

poses the Designation of the Dolores Mon-
ument. See website. 
https://club20.org/club-20-opposes-
proposed-designation-of-the-dolores-river
-canyon-national-monument/ 
 Club 20 could support any alternative to 
land management that includes the inter-
est of the local communities and stake-
holders. This means residents of the area 
who are impacted by the unintended con-
sequences of the proposed NCA, not envi-
ronmental activists who are bussed in to 
give testimony at a public meeting. 
 Contact your County Commissioners and 
ask them to slow this process down. Hasty 
decisions that have long term consequenc-
es is not the way to proceed. 
 Sue Hansen-970-252-4532, Roger Rash-
970-252-4531, Kieth Caddy 970-252-4530 
Contact Senator Bennet’s office.  
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/
index.cfm/write-to-michael  
 Go to Sean Ponds website for more infor-
mation and updates. 
https://haltthedoloresmonument.com/  
 If the Dolores River Canyon needs urgent 
federal protection then it should be done 
in a responsible way that does not exclude 
those who express concerns. 
 As one of your future Montrose County 
Commissioners I am dedicated to repre-
senting our county and the people who 
live here with courage and commitment. I 
will be a private citizen until sworn in in 
January but will be following the im-
portant issues that matter to you. 
Scott Mijares 
scottm4montrose@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/SFMijares/ 

DOLORES RIVER CANYON NATIONAL MONUMENT:  
Making hasty decisions that have long term consequences is not the way to proceed 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

PIPE-WIELDING SUSPECT FATALLY SHOT BY DEPUTY IN CRESTONE 

CBI News Release  
CRESTONE – A pipe-wielding suspect was fatally shot by a Saguache County sheriff deputy Thursday afternoon. The Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation is now assisting the Saguache County Sheriff's Office into the investigation of the fatal shooting. 
 On Thursday July 25, 2024, at approximately 12:00 PM a Saguache County sheriff deputy was driving near the town of Crestone, 
Colorado to serve papers when he observed a 40-year-old white male walking about a mile from the entrance of the Baca Grande 
Subdivision. The deputy recognized the man as having an active warrant. 
 The deputy attempted to talk with the male suspect when the man began attacking the deputy with a 4-foot metal pipe. The dep-
uty pulled out his service weapon and fired twice, hitting the suspect. The deputy immediately began performing life-saving 
measures but the suspect was pronounced deceased at the scene. The deputy was transported to a local hospital, where he was 
treated and released for minor injuries. 
 The identity of the decedent is not being released until his family has been notified. An autopsy is pending. 

http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

EDWARD DANIEL (DAN) LANGLEY, JR. left this world on 19 July 2024 from his home in Montrose, CO. with his 
family present. He was preceded in death by his parents: Edward and Elsie Langley, Sisters: Lois McKnight, 
Ethel Dines, Donna Hites, Doris Langley, Darla Cleer, Kathy Mansfield, his Wife Bonnie Freeland Langley and 
daughter Stacie (Jeremy) Brown. He is survived by wife Sherry, son Eric (Rebecca) Langley, sister Mary 
(Goldie) Long, much loved grandchildren: Ashton, Jared, Caleb, Ethan Brown, and Easton and Peyton Lang-
ley, great grandson Connor Brown. He will be missed by many nieces and nephews.  
 Dan grew up in Champion, Ohio. Following high school, he joined the Marines, once a Marine, always a Ma-
rine. He served in Vietnam and was awarded the Purple Heart. Following Marine service, he met Bonnie, was 
married for 39 years, resulting in Stacie and Eric in Southington, Ohio.  
 Their family vacations and backyard clam bake/barbecues were the source of many happy memories and 

much fun for Dan and his family. He would always say “And a good time was had by all”. Dan retired from General Motors as a tool 
and die maker after 34 years. He followed General Motors with the Bureau of Reclamation, retiring after five years as a plant me-
chanic.  
 Dan and Family moved to Montrose, Colorado in 1999. He seriously loved and enjoyed his family. He was happy to be a good pro-
vider, though in later years he wished he had concentrated less on providing and more on his much beloved family and health. His 
interests included: hunting, traveling, and Corvettes.  
 There will be no services. Interment will be in Grand Junction Veteran Cemetery. Dan requested any money spent on flowers or 
traveling, instead be used on your family. Please know Dan cherished knowing you. Thank you for your love.  

EDWARD DANIEL "DAN" LANGLEY, JR. 
April 6, 1946 — July 19, 2024 

LAVON LUCILLE CAMPBELL, also known as 
Blondie, passed away on July 22, 2024, at 
the age of 98.  
 She was born to Alexander and Mary 
Schierman on June 19, 1926, in Stratton, 
Colorado, and moved with her family to 
Montrose, Colorado, in 1934 at the age of 
eight. She graduated from Montrose High 
School in 1944. Throughout her life, she 
worked in the banking world as well as in 
a family construction business, among 
other positions. Passionate about music 
and dancing, she gained the nickname 
"Blondie" from her high school music 
teacher. Lavon loved playing the Saxo-
phone and Accordion as she continued to 
play the accordion with a family band at 
dances in the Montrose area. 
 Lavon met her husband, Donald E. Camp-
bell "Bud," in high school, and they mar-
ried in 1947, enjoying 51 years of mar-
riage together. Lavon took pride in her 
agricultural background and had a hobby 
of raising sheep well into her 90s, along-
side her goat, Evie. 
 Lavon was actively involved in various 

community organizations, including The 
Montrose Emblem Club where she held 
several offices, including the position of 
state president from 1987-88. She also 
served as a supreme officer for the Na-
tional Organization. In addition, she was 
intricately involved with the Golden Circle 
Senior Board for 20 years, organizing 
dances and activities at the Montrose Pa-
vilion. Furthermore, she served on the 
Montrose Suburban Water Board for 30 
years and was a part of the bowling asso-
ciation for 40 years. 
 One of her proudest moments came in 
1985 when she was recognized as the FFA 
mother of the year as her son, Tom Camp-
bell, served as the president of the Mont-
rose FFA chapter. Lavon cherished her 
involvement with her grandchildren as 
they participated in 4-H, FFA, Girl Scouts, 
and sports. She was a mother of two, 
grandmother of four, great-grandmother 
of 10, and great-great-grandmother of 
two, cherishing the time she spent with all 
of them. 
 Among some of her other hobbies were 

collecting: Pre-
cious Moments, 
Coins, Porcelain 
Dolls, lamb mem-
orabilia, bluebirds, 
Christmas decor, 
and shoes. 
 Lavon is preceded 
in death by her 
parents Alexander 
and Mary Scheir-
man, her one brother Leroy “Buzz” Scheir-
man, and her husband Donald E. Camp-
bell. She is survived by her daughter: Ja-
net (husband Jerry) Sieverson; son Tom 
(wife Geriann) Campbell; grandchildren: 
Tammy, Jamie, Chantel, and Tyler; great-
grandchildren: Kelsey, Makayla, Layton, 
Hailey, Hayden, Gage, Azariah, Addison, 
Caroline, and Jackyln; great great- grand-
children: Emma and Luke. 
 Services will be held at Grace Community 
Church on July 29th at 11 am, a proces-
sion will follow to Grand View Cemetery. 
 Donations can be made to the Montrose 
FFA chapter in lieu of flowers. 

LAVON LUCILLE CAMPBELL 

June 19, 1926-July 22, 2024 
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KAFM COMMUNITY RADIO ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT  
OF BETTY RIES AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Special to the Mirror 
GRAND JUNCTION – KAFM 88.1 and 96.9 
Community Radio is pleased to announce 
that Betty Ries has been appointed to the 
position of Executive Director, effective 
July 1, 2024.  She replaces Cyrene Jagger 
who served as Executive Director begin-
ning January 2020.  
 Betty has most recently served as Tech-
nical Director and Operations Manager for 
KAFM.  She joined the station in May of 
2016 date in the role of Operations Assis-
tant.   
 Prior to KAFM, Betty spent twelve years 
at Westwood One Radio Network as Man-
ager of Broadcast IT, responsible for main-
taining the integrity of the broadcast net-
work, maintaining broadcast software that 
delivered programming to 5,000 satellite 
receivers, and training operations and IT 
staff.  She also has several years of experi-
ence working as an IT consultant, design-
ing and building desktop computing sys-
tems. Betty holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in English literature from the Univer-
sity of Colorado – Boulder. 
 “Betty brings such a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to the ED role.  She has 
been a critical member of the KAFM team 
for several years.  We are so fortunate to 

have someone of Betty’s knowledge and 
talent ready to step into the Executive 
Director position as we celebrate our 25-
year anniversary.   
 She brings a deep understanding of the 
station, established relationships in the 
community and industry, and a leadership 
style that will help KAFM continue to grow 
and serve the Grand Valley,” said Vice 
President Tami King in making the an-
nouncement.   
 KAFM is a member supported, volunteer-
oriented community radio station dedicat-
ed to excellence and diversity in musical, 
cultural, and public service programming. 
With signal strength of 300 watts KAFM 
88.1 and 96.9 draws on the expertise of 
many volunteers to create a unique blend 
of music programming —Americana, blue-
grass, rock, jazz, and blues—with several 
additional specialty shows. The station 
produces a daily community affairs hour 
Monday thru Friday, featuring information 
and discussion about area non-profit or-
ganizations and community issues. The 
station also operates the Radio Room, an 
intimate 75-seat performance and 
meeting venue in the KAFM facility at 
1310 Ute Avenue in Grand Junction.  The 
station began broadcasting in March of 

1999 after nearly seven years of planning 
and fundraising.  
  Today, it has over 750 active members, 
more than 100 local underwriters and 
nearly 200 volunteers.  For more infor-
mation on the station and its operations, 
visit www.kafmradio.org.  

KAFM Community Radio welcomes new  
Executive Director Betty Ries.  Courtesy 
photo. 

http://www.kafmradio.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to Art & Sol 
ADELPHI, MD-- Madison Chism of Mont-
rose, earned an Associate of Arts in Gen-
eral Studies from University of Maryland 
Global Campus in spring 2024. 
 Chism was one of more than 14,000 stu-
dents worldwide who earned degrees 
from UMGC in the 2023-24. Graduates 

came from all 50 states, three U.S. territo-
ries, and 24 countries. 
 University of Maryland Global Campus 
was founded more than 75 years ago spe-
cifically to serve the higher education 
needs of working adults and military ser-
vicemembers. Today, UMGC is the largest 
provider of postsecondary education in 

Maryland and continues its global tradi-
tion with online and hybrid courses, more 
than 175 classroom and service locations 
worldwide, and more than 125 degrees 
and certificates backed by the reputation 
of a state university and the University 
System of Maryland. For more infor-
mation, visit umgc.edu  

MADISON CHISM OF MONTROSE EARNS DEGREE FROM  
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND GLOBAL CAMPUS 

http://www.dineoutmontrose.com/


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH  
Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO 
81401.  
Office Hours: By appointment.  
Contact Information: (970) 249-2451 
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org   
Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM, 

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-
week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.  
All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical 
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our 
music is a combination of traditional 
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs. 

We invite kids preschool and up to join 
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome 
you here. Following the service, join us for 
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck 
meal together.  
Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring 
hope: in us and in our world. 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Independent Baptist 
112Main St. 
P.O. Box 262 

Olathe, Co 81425 
Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021 
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com 
Pastor Gabe Skillo 

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday  6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m. 

CELEBRATION CHURCH 
Denomination:  Southern Baptist Church 
(SBC – Southern Baptist Convention) 
Address:  2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO  81401 
Office Hours:  By appointment 
Phone: (970) 497-4925 
Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com 

Website:  https://
celebrationmontrose.org/ 
Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am 
Senior Pastor:   
Pastor Brandon Mathis 
Church Description/Mission:  Celebration 
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples.  Our core values include the Scrip-

ture, discipleship, community, service, 
prayer, love, and unity. 
Demographics:  Multi-generational 
Celebration Kids:  (age birth to 5th grade) 
programs offered both services.   
Student (middle & high school) at 9am.   
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and 
10:45am.   
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose 
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od 
Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO  81401 
Contact: 970-633-0226 

Website: www.montroselutheran.org 
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com 
Pastor: Tim Onnen 
Worship: Sundays at 9 AM 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 
10:15 AM; Women’s Bible Study Fridays at 
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will 

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of 
Jesus, and sharing that with one another. 
 We are a small congregation of seniors 
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young 
children and teenagers. 

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene 
Address: 705 South 12th Street 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am-
Noon and by Appointment 
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 249
-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org 

Pastor: Buddy Cook 
Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult 
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes age
-appropriate children's ministry during 
adult worship. 
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM 
Mission Statement: Montrose First Church 
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike 

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around 
the world. 
Demographics: Our church consists of old-
er and younger people. We have younger 
families with children and young teens and 
older adults as well.  We also support the 
work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its 
addiction recovery ministry. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MONTROSE 
Affiliation: Presbyterian 
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose 
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 
12PM  

Contact: 970-249-4732, in-
form@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com  
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo  
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,  
We strive to encourage, challenge and 

support one another through spiritual 
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their 
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries.  

Continued next pg 
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HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Denomination affiliation: United Church 
of Christ 
Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401 
Office hours: By appointment 
Contact information: 

Phone number: (970) 249-9047 
Email address: office@montroseucc.org 
Website: montroseucc.org 
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd 
Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m. 
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all 
no matter who you are or where you are 

on life's journey. 
Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes 
all ages to worship with 
us.  (predominately family, youth, seniors, 
singles) 
We offer inter-generational worship with 
a children's "prayer-ground" and activity 
packets. A cry room is also available. 

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Denomination Affiliation: United  
Methodist 
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401 
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, 
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

roseumc.org 
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young 
Worship service times:  
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary & Virtual 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education & Fellowship 
11 a.m. Sanctuary   
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 
inclusive, loving, and just servants of 

Christ. Our church family welcomes people 
from various cultural and faith back-
grounds: single, married, remarried, with 
or without children, from diapers to den-
tures.  
  Wherever you are on your spiritual jour-
ney we invite you to come discover hope, 
joy, peace, purpose.  

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 
Affiliation: Southern Baptist 
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm 
Contact information: 
Phone: 970.249.4887   
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org 
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org 
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson 
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All 
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We 
provide a professionally-staffed nursery 
throughout both.  
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.  
We are a multigenerational church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no 

matter what stage of life they are in.  
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday 
School for children from four years old 
through youth. We provide Children's 
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old 
through 9 years can learn to be worship-
pers of Jesus.  
 We provide a nursery for children under 
four years old with paid staff providing 
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
ble Study and Worship Service.  

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER 
Denomination affiliation: Independent 
Interfaith 
Address:  Meeting at Lions Park Community 
Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose 
 Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm, Home 
Office – 970-252-0908 
Contact information:  
Rev. Dr. Arlyn Macdonald,  
970-252-0908,  
arlyn@spiritaware.org, 
www.spiritaware.org 

Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald, Senior minister; Rev. Ruby Salaz, 
Assistant Minister. Spiritual Counseling 
available. Worship service times: In-person 
Sunday Unity Service at 11 a.m., (Social 
Time begins at 10 a.m.); Quiet Meditation 
at 10:30 a.m. Virtual Afternoon Service on 
Zoom at 2:00 p.m.; Chai Chats, a Wednes-
day morning midweek informal gathering at 
10:30 a.m. at Pun Hill Himalayan Restau-
rant, Montrose; Thursday Empowerment 
Circle at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. Everyone is 

welcome. The Spiritual Awareness Center is 
an interfaith spiritual community welcom-
ing spiritual seekers and people of all faiths, 
providing a safe place to explore and nur-
ture the individual’s unique connection to 
the Divine through Unity services, classes, 
family and community projects, including 
the Great Community Giveaway and Well-
ness Fair. People of all ages are welcome. 
There are currently no Sunday School or 
nursery services provided but craft supplies 
are available for youth. 
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ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Denomination: Anglican-Reformed  
Episcopal Church (REC) 
Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose 
970-249-4868 
Contact: ststephensmont-

rose@yahoo.com 
www.ststephensmontrose.com 
Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian 
St. Stephen's is a community of caring 
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of 
the past, focused on the challenges of the 

present, hopeful for the future, continuing 
in the Faith once delivered to the saints, 
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. 
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.  
Fellowship following service.  
 Children’s nursery available (unstaffed). 
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SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:  
Denomination affiliation:  
Southern Baptist 
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO 
81403 
Office hours: Varies 
Contact information: 
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com 
website: 
www.summitchurchmontrose.org 
Senior Pastor: Interim Pastor.  
Worship service times: Sunday Worship is 

at 9 am followed by a time of fellowship 
and snacks.  
 Summit Church has frequent Bible studies 
and other events for adults, young adults, 
youth and children. Please visit https://
www.summitchurchmontrose.org/
events for more information. 
 Summit Church Montrose is a new church 
plant that preaches the Word of God, 
reaches the lost with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and equips Christians to serve the 
Lord. Summit Church has people of all ag-

es!  We have families with children 
(babies, school aged, recent high school 
and college graduates) up to retired indi-
viduals.  
 During the Sunday sermon we offer teach-
ing for children ages birth to Kindergarten, 
in a kid friendly room called Base Camp.  
 We also have a children’s activity during 
our Monday night adult Bible study.  
 We meet the first Sunday of each 
month for a potluck dinner at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a prayer session at 6:30 p.m.    

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY  From previous pg 

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF MONTROSE 
Denomination Affiliation: Independent 
Baptist 
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm 
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org; 
website: vbcmontrose.org 
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales 
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, 
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday 
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare) 

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God, 
edify saints, and evangelize the lost. 
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes, 
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with 
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.  

Church Directory 
Mirror Editorial Staff 
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory. If your congregation or 
fellowship would like to be included in 
the directory, please supply the following 

information to the Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 
Denomination affiliation  
Address Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Brief description of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, 
youth, seniors, singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 
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By Michael A. Cox 
MONTROSE-If you read Keiran Bray’s re-
sume, you could become dizzy, your fin-
gers may go numb, and you might become 
short of breath. She is a busy young lady. 
This Nucla High School student, among 
other things, is a full-time cow hand on 
her family’s cattle outfit, Bray Ranches, 
located not far from Norwood in West 
Montrose County. Yes, she can fix fences 
and doctor sick cows. Between school, 
work and volunteering she is a whirlwind 
of energy and personality.  
 Keiran recently graduated from Nucla 
High with high grades, outstanding charac-
ter references, and six college credits from 
Adams State College already in hand. Her 
record was more than enough to impress 
the Montrose Republican Women’s Club 
and she now has a $1500-scholarship to 
kick start her college life at Doane Univer-
sity in Nebraska, where she’s majoring in 
Agribusiness with an eye on becoming an 
ag lobbyist.  
 She also has been informed that she is the 
recipient of the prestigious Perry Scholar-
ship, which is offered by Doane to deserv-

ing first-year students. The award could 
net Bray $21,000 for each of her four 
years, providing she maintains full time 
student status and keeps her grade point 
average at 3.0 or higher. She averaged 
4.02 in high school.  
 Each Montrose County scholarship winner 
is required to have studied the constitu-
tion and they must choose a clause, 
amendment, or concept laid down by the 
country’s ruling document as their most 
important. Keiran sees the First Amend-
ment as being especially important to her. 
In her essay on the First Amendment, Bray 
cites the right to Freedom of Speech as 
vitally important.  
 “The First Amendment serves as the cor-
nerstone of our democratic society,” 
writes Bray. She says that it was her per-
sonal experience where she witnessed, 
firsthand, the empowerment of individuals 
through free speech that allowed them to 

hold government accountable during the 
recent attempt to limit public gatherings 
and protests. 
 “Whether through attending town hall 
meetings, participating in demonstrations 
or writing letters to the town board, the 
ability to exercise these freedoms has 
been instrumental in shaping our local 
discourse and fostering a culture of civic 
participation,” she wrote. 
And don’t even think about going against 
her, one-on-one, on the hoops court. She 
starred on the championship Nucla cage 
squad, and she’ll be part of the GPAC pow-
erhouse Doane Tigers.  
The Montrose Republican women also 
awarded $1,500 to Ashlee Petranovich, a 
Montrose High grad, at their regular 
meeting in June.  
 The group has been awarding scholar-
ships to local area graduates for the past 
11 years. 

Republican Women scholarship winner Keiran Bray with her parents, Zandon and 

Sara Bray. The Brays operate a cattle ranch in West Montrose County. Courtesy 

photo. 

REPUBLICAN WOMEN AWARD SECOND SCHOLARSHIP 

Republican Women scholarship winner 
Keiran Bray with her parents, Zandon and 
Sara Bray. The Brays operate a cattle 
ranch in West Montrose County.  Courte-
sy photo. 
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ONGOING-  
TRUE GRIT WALKING TOURS-June and August in Ridgway-Every Friday 3 pm guided free True Grit walking tour departs the gazebo 
in Hartwell Park. Arrive 15 minutes early. The one-hour tour covers downtown locations where True Grit was filmed. July in Ridg-
way-Every Friday 3 pm and Monday 10 am. Guided free True Grit walking tours depart the gazebo in Hartwell Park. Arrive 15 
minutes early. The one-hour tour covers downtown locations where True Grit was filmed.  Call 469.682.9710 to arrange a custom 
tour for $10 per person at a time of your choosing. 
HEALING COLLECTIVE OF WESTERN COLORADO-Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 12-1pm the Healing Collective of 
Western Colorado meets at 220 N Stough Ave. It is open to all wellness providers in the area who would like to collaborate with and 
learn from other local practitioners. 
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401 
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 10am-1pm 
(Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.  
MONTROSE CENTER FOR ARTS FIRST FRIDAY-New Art Exhibit opening with featured artists.4:30 - 7 pm First Friday of every month. 
11 S Park Ave., Montrose.  Free Admission. For more information:  970-787-9428 or info@mc4arts.com 
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of 
the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio Grande Avenue at 
Noon. 
FREE THINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month for information call 970 417-4183 
BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street  
MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Montrose Events Center, 1036 No 7th Street  7 pm   (970) 
249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org 
MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS second Saturdays 9 am.  17800 - 6400 Rd in Montrose.  Chapter of the American Association of 
Woodturners.  Information: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com 
NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will also 
be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Montrose County  
Event Center  (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015. 
BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo will 
start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298. 
THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m.  or call for an 
appointment:  970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.”  (The center is sponsored by the non-profit 
organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.)  
MONTHLY  
Aug. 1-The next quarterly meeting of The Women's Giving Club will be on Thursday, Aug.1, at the  Bridges Golf and Country Club, 
5:30pm. 
Aug. 5-Nonpartisan, National Citizens' Climate Lobby meets to promote local environmental awareness and a Climate Action Plan, 
on Monday, Aug. 5 at 5pm at the Montrose Public Safety Complex meeting room, 434 S 1st(Police). All Welcome .Info at 970-765-
9095. 
Aug. 8-18-Mark your calendars for the return of Palisade Peach Days, a more than century-old tradition of celebrating the finest 
peaches in the Palisade area, Aug. 8–18! The Just Peachy 5k, Peach Days Parade, and Palisade High School Band Car Show will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 10. The Palisade Peach Festival will be held the traditional 3rd weekend on Aug. 16 & 17. For a full schedule 
of events, please visit palisadepeachfest.com. 
Aug. 24-Karaoke at Magic Circle Theatre-Saturday, Aug. 24 -- 7 PM 420 S 12th St, Montrose, CO. 970-249-8738 
Sept. 21- Lake City hosts the Uncorked Wine and Music Festival. 
Sept. 22-Karaoke at Magic Circle Theatre Sunday, Sept. 22 -- 7:30 PM  420 S 12th St, Montrose, CO. 970-249-8738 

SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
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MIRAI SWEET CORN ARRIVES AT FARMSTAND!  

There were lines as busy workers packed bags of the delicious ultra sweet Mirai corn for early-bird shoppers at the Honey Acre 

Farm stand off of  South Townsend last week. Developed by a local scientist, Mirai continues to grow  in popularity worldwide. 
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